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Preface 

The book provides an interesting analysis/description 
of many sociocultural, political, economic and administrative 
aspects of Balochistan about which not only the majority of 
readers in Pakistan, but even in Balochistan are unknown 
about Balochistan like many frontline, less developed 
provinces/regions stands a uniqueness of cultural and ethnic 
pluralism The norms of tribalism and Sardari system are 
entrenched in Balochistan, and mould the orientations oi 
people towards the administrative, political and economic 
development in the province. Though no sufficient 
achievement is made towards full exploration, however, it 
stands a geo-strategic significance with potential resources 
where the interests of entire province can be raised for an 
improved socio-economic strata of socjety. 

The book comprise a number of articles/features 
published in the leading national English dailies regarding the 
different issues/problems, the population and government in 
Balochistan is faced with. I, motivated by the desire to 
uncover facts relating the issues, made an extensive micro and 
macro level research throughout Balochistan. I traveled in 
different corners of Balochistan and interviewed persons from 
all walks of life essential to validate the. writings 1 am greatly 
indebted for the help to all those who accompanied, hosted, 
and encouraged me eventually to complete these articles^ 
Many of them were the ex-students of the University of 
Balochistan, now serving in different capacities, who afforded 
me a lot of respect and care during my research in different 
areas of Balochistan. May God Almighty help them all. 

Mansoor Akbar Kundi 
Political Science Deptt 
University of Balochistan 
Quetta. 

August 1993. 
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Chapter 


Balochistan: _. stan 

A Neglected Frontyard 

M.jon,, and 

Essspr s»:" d Z'Z&zji 

z rsss^^r -°™ s 

"Mocteti .“ different »on>H» '«> ° f ^'J P.kistan 
Balochisian is ,he hW^ f »" l|lulin6 43*/. of .he 
With an area 347 056 sq etches from the plains of 

total land of Pakistan.. Its area ^ ^ Ghazi Kha n to the 
Punjab across the Sule.ma ekrai fdivision, and desert wastes of 

ts rs:,:« 

- Ji-s 

provinces but two of the neighbor countries. Iran an 
through road and train linkage The routes to ran 
and Afghanistan are important international routes as they 
provide a road linkage to Central Asia, Middle East and 

Eur0 P e 

The major highways of Balochistan are such where one 
can hardly drive on a consecutive speed for a couple of miles 
without slowing down for a diversion or patch. The famous 
RCD, now ECO highway, linking Balochistan with Karachi, 
because of the huge traffic all over the year, has gone from bad 
to worse. The one which links Balochistan with NWFP though 
Dana Sher from Zhob is impassable for heavy traffic, and 
remained closed for all kinds of traffic in monsoon. Many parts 
of the province are linked through dirt roads. Similarly, the 
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tram service, twice a week from Quetta to Taflan for Inn ; 
too slow to support any advance idea of travelling for manv’or 
those visiting Iran. I. usually takes two to three d.tys to cover a 
chstance of 400 miles Iris because of poor conditions of rai 
tracks running through desen area of Dal Bandin and No 
kund, However, majority of travellers between short distance 
stations, according to railways department sources, make their 
journeys without buying their tickets. The net work of railways 
m Baloclustan was completed by the Britisl.s during 1885-9? 
Since then no addition is made to that and many of railways 
mcludmg the famous narrow gauge railways from Quetta 
(Sheik Manda station) to Zliob, a major facilitation for goods 
transportation, have been abandoned. 

Balochistan has a variety of climates, ranging from one 
extreme to another. The desert areas of Dast in the west of 
Balochistan, and flat plains of Sanrei near Sindh have an 
average temperature of 48 degree centrigrade in summer. The 
areas at high altitude in Ziarat and Kalat belts have recorded a 
17 degrees below zero temperature in winter. The coastal areas 
in Mekran and kalat divisions are temperate zones with a mild 
temperature over most time of the year with more humidity in 
summer In winter, many ranges of Balochistan become the 


habitats for huge flocks of* migratory birds from Siberia. The 
famous migratory birds i e. houbara bastards and sand grouse 
and ducks are commonly found in upper desert plains and 
lower terrains ofZhob, Dan Bandin, Noski and Nasir Abad. 

Consequently, all varieties of fruits and nuts grow in 
abundance all over Balochistan, and are exported to other parts 
of the country'. The major fruit and nut supply from 
Balochistan is of apple, melons, pomegranates, cherries, 
almonds, peanuts, and sashew nuts. In majority of cases, these 
orchards are sold in cash by the owners to the outside province 
fruit dealers, who after picking and packing all the crops, 
transport them to fruit markets of leading cities. This is 
accountable for the non-availability of seasonal fruit in 
Balochistan fruit markets. And if available, the rates are 


expensive like of open market. According 

are^grow^cherries alTove^bu^one cannot have it at cheaper 

PriCC; ^'Balochistan 3 ' is^a^'sparsely 5 populated province of 
Pakistan however, its population has rapidly increased' during 
V , ad ecade To an interest for demographers, the 
population growth rate in Balochistan, 8.6%, is highest in 

Pakistan The population growth explosion was afterthe 
PaK st . I . )97g t resu |(ed in a large 

Soviet invasion of Aignanisian m > Afehan 

• n c a fn h t n refugees into Balochistan. i he g 

iSlf "S oTE ta vi„ g carried nariona, ID and 
exercised the right of votes, form a large ethnic/popula ion 
division by constituting half of the population of Balochistan. 
The other ethnic groups are. Baloch/Brahui, Pathan, Haza 
and domiciled who migrated from outside Balochistan an 
settled do wn in. The influx of Afghan refugees have mobilized 
major socio-economic changes by influencing business and 
trade transaction in Balochistan. To a sociologist, it now 


refugees around. 

Another interesting feature of Balochistan population is 
that it contains a considerable number of minority population. 
They are Christians, Hindus Sikhs, Ahemidias, and Parsees 
(Zoroastrians). Hindus are predominantly a business class 
community with shops and stores in all major cities of 


Balochistan. 

Politically, Balochistan is different too. Balochistan is 
divided into political pockets with different political groups 
claiming their support on ethnic and political/ideological 
grounds. No political party in Balochistan has ever shown a 
majority in Assembly, a factor responsible for no-coalition free 
government in Balochistan under an elected rule. Even in the 
heyday of National Awami Party (NAP) legitimacy of public 
support in 1972-75, it could not form the government without 
the support of Jamiat l Mema-e-IsIam (JUI) In the 43-member 


Scanned with CamScanner 










4 


5 


stde^BTotd? IrTtr sev' 0 " 8 ‘°- UPPer cla * of 

representation in Assembly; independent Mp'a Had 

Pakhtoonkwa Mill, AwanJI Party Tpmap^I 65 The 
Party (PNP), IJI, (Muslim LeaguesWnTpppI Natinal 
government in 1990-93 with each su PP orte d the 
minister/adviser, speaker etc. The number n f!? ber 3S a 

per Assembly wise was hiehest in P i ‘ a ^| net membe rs 
Watan Partv (JWPM r i u- akistan. The Jamhoori 

and ^jS weT Bal0Ch ' S,an Nati °nal Movement (BNM 
PPP rn (F m ° Ppos,,lon The PDA/PPP, despite the 

PP-IJI opposition all over, supported the government anH 

were goody goody with When asked from a PDA minister 
why the party supported a IJI coalition when there were 
staunch differences between the two at centre. The answer was 
hat the party in Balochistan believed in securing its own 

"T SIS probl ™ ! of Ba, » chis '*" « 2 

politics IS different, so we have to adapt a policy different from 
overall party policies" said the minister. The four of the JWP 
MPAs had joined the government, two under Jamali, and two 
under Magsi, in defiance to party's command, but glued to 
party membership, a floor crossing in disguise. It was no horse 
trading but the promotion of party and individual interests. 

Balochistan was raised to a full-fledged province status 
in 1970. Since then major administrative developments have 
taken place. At present, Balochistan is divided into six 
administrative divisions: Quetta, Sibi, Nasirabad, Kalat, Zhob 
and Mekran. There are total 22 districts/agencies. Many of 
districts were raised during last few years. 

The administrative peculiarities in Balochistan are 
different from other provinces and may be enchanting for 
many. From law and order point of view, it is divided into "A 
and "B" areas. An "A" area is where police rule can apply, 
while in "B" area no police rule applies, and remains under 
Levies' control. Levy is a traditional force being recruited on 
tribal basis without any advancement and training in law 
enforcement. Any body committing crime in "A" area if runs 


t0 " B " area. He is out T fa^a'exfendTto major 

apprehended by Levy mem The . .. a 

Tes and capital area. The 8 5 /» are under a ful i-fledged 

wi ,hout police mle. thoug a ^ order situation m 

Inspector-General office exls Magistrate, the B area 

province. According t0 3 breakers . Majority of outlaws 
provides more asylum the country find refuge 

and ^,! e r ehide fBToc°hisSn Because of the lack of Levy 
in the "B area of enforcement agency in maintaining 

force as an effective law district/agency administration is 

law and order in B area ser vices of the Frontier 

zz zzrzrs, $ 

facilities and where a technical workshop exists for the 
reformation of inmates to learn technical skills, i.e. carpentary 
tailoring, and carpet-making, weaving and iron-works, is Mach 
jail. The remaining ten prisons are district jails, some of them 
too small in size to enable an inmate for regular walk of two 
hundred yards, without requirements of rehabilitation. 

Balochistan is the province of Pakistan where Qazi 
courts exist. This to an outsider may mark the uniqueness of a 
judicial set-up where judges adjudicate all cases coming under 
their jurisdiction on basis of Shariah (Islamic jurisprudence), as 
it requires, but their role is restricted. They are curtailed of all 
jurisdiction other than civil. They can decide only those civil 
cases not exceeding Rs. 50.000 and do involve government as 
a party or criminality. In a situation where Qazi courts exercise 
their jurisdictions and a government party is found involved in 
a case, directly or indirectly, the Qazi courts are not 
empowered to institute or interrupt the proceedings All 
decis'ons are Qazi courts are challengeable by Balochistan 
High Court. Out of the total 17 Qazi courts in Balochistan 
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more Ilian half number of Qazis are without any „ 
legal/fiqah education and cannot follow English. Pr ° Per 

1 he province of Balochistan is a land of great contr 
where one can experience a lot of socio-cultural and noli.; 5 '! 
difference from other parts of the country. The more 0 
travels inside Balochistan, the more difference of lifestyle an ! 
administration, he can see. nd 





Chapter2 

• . His Life and Work 
Bizenjo: H'* 

jTSJfS 5SSS« «*» -"^7 

support he once faded to enjij fa(her Sa fTar Khan 

£:^««e,nged to the Hama,an, 

branch his early ^^"o^Tarthqw'L of 

school in Quetta, but soon a . on to Q ue tta and its 

1935 bringing enormou ^ hjs famiIy shifted to 

surroundings he je; ^ his schooling at Sind 

Aligarh During his studies at Aligarh where knowing of 
politics was the common norms for many staiwa s 
young Bizenjo got acquainted with much of Indian politics, 
particularly its nationalist appearance, leaving longer lasting 
mgravements upon him, as he described often, in his 
political struggle later. There he came across many eminent 
ndian leaders and scholars, and frequently discussed with 
hem the problems of subcontinent. Bizenjo seemed to have 
nclined towards politics from his youth days. The early 
lolitical impressions upon him were made by Mir Abdul 
iziz Kurd and Faiz Mohammad Shawani, pioneers of the 
laloch Union Party. Having been formed in 1928, it was 
robably the first political association established on ethnic 
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,he P oI '*ical and designed <o prom 

Persons to raise q • , 3 mo,Iv ation by liu m ° ,e 

P«ple for future *>"8* tfi 

the party remained less J* 10u gh many believe tk ^ 

"P««l.ele ss . i, contributed to f“™„" “™ in S « mi,*" 
«he same purpose. Many of its me 8 k fa Baloch ca dre f 0 r 
participated in the politics of rT, u '**’ la,er on - active! 
Baloch League and Kalat. National' PalT f° rming of the 
were the ultimate result of that Th ^ feW years lat er 
activities/meetings where himrfrJ P3rty s P onsor ed manC 
their support for thet use *£**?**»***£ 

participation in Balochistan In 1937 ^'a!? and Social 

Conference, the larger credit for which ^ A " India " Baloch 
and n s a nd nd L ed b> ’ hUSC " Umber of P^fromSeptan' 

-ntovedt^^r^r” 

Bizenjo, after his return from Aligarh, actively 
participated in Baloch League, a forum for political alike 
alochs Recalling the beginning of his participation in 
politics, in one of the interviews, he boastfully claimed that 
he commenced his political journey from the platform of 
Baloch League in Karachi. He soon appeared as one of its 
principal members. After the Kalat National Party (KNP) 
was formed, which opening session he attended as a special 
delegate of the Baloch League, his active participation in 
politics drifted from Karachi to Balochistan. His affinity to 
the KNP was of a leading member who overshadowed its 
politics The KNP was a regional party having been 
affiliated with All Indian States Peoples' Conference; and 
was mostly rooted in Northern Balochistan The Party was 


banned in 1939 by the British government. Many years after 
another party was formed by the followers of Kalat National 
Party, among whom Bizenjo was eminent, named "Isthaman 
Gal” (People's Party/alliance). 

In the wake of differences with the newly established 
government of Pakistan and Baloch leaders over the future 
existence of Kalat and other native states of Balochistan 
where the leaders of Kalat National Party launched active 
opposition against the centralization of whole incorporated 
areas/states into Pakistan, Kalat National Party was banned. 
Many of its leaders, including Aga Karim Khan, Gul Nasir 
Khan and Bizenjo were jailed. In Bizenjo's words "We were 
not against any inclusion of Balochistan and its states, which 
even during the British period had enjoyed .autonomy, but 
we believed in defending our rights and ensuring 
development in our areas. "To him, the Pakistani leaders 
were apathetic to our identity and problems, and believed in 
the forcible solution at all odds. That led to Jalawan 
resistance and other opposition to the central government. 
Bizenjo whose political maturation had promised him a 
future in the politics of Balochistan, remained a fore-runner 
of the Isthaman Gal until it was merged into National 
Awami Party (NAP) in 1956. The NAP provided him a 
broader platform to distinguish his political role not only in 
Balochistan, but in other parts of the country. Having been 
eiected previously to central legislature from Balochistan, he 
was voted in 1^70 election for the National Assembly. He 
was appointed the Governor of Balochistan under the Ata 
Ullah Mengal Ministry (NAP-JUI alliance), the office he 
assumed until February 1973 after it was dissolved by the 
prime minister, BHutto. He bitterly opposed the dissolving 
of Balochistan Assembly and described the action as 
unconstitutional and undemocratic which consequences 
would harm the process of political participation in 
Pakistan. 

He like many other NAP leaders suffered the wrath 
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of Bhutto's government after having 

state activities. Along with many lealre S d^V* an,i 

too was jailed where he r Pn J , ders i of defij nct NAP, 

Despite his opposition to Bhmto he a ^ ° f 1977 
action in 1977 as unnecessary the military 

initiated the founding of Pakistan ' 979 ' he 

leadership was under his direct influence hT ^ , whose 
for the restoration of democracy in P i ; H mamed VOc al 
autonomy for Balochistan Hp V f k, * tan and Provincial 

National Assembr'n 988 bI T? e ' eC,i ° n for 

sympathizers, fo/by . 

after a prolonged illness in 1989. d 

true a ^T’ 5 p ° li,ical life seems to have represented a 
true democratic valour. He, other than the fact was one of 

the important political elites of Balochistan, was after all the 
first leader from Baloch belt whose rise to political 
eminence were other than the benefits of being a Nawab or 
Sardar His participation and political persuasion provided a 
sense of familiarity and existence to many Nawabs/Sardars 
front Baloch belt in politics though, yet the achieving of 
prominence was mainly due to his common existence 
amongst people whose support, he believed, was an 
essential requisite for a popular leadership. "No true 
leadership" he once said, "can exist without securing a 
popular support." 

He was a staunch supporter of democracy in 


Pakistan with a maximum representation of province's 
rights. He favoured a democratic order free of theocracy. 
The process of democracy in a country is restricted under 
the dominance of a religious fanaticism, and makes the 
political development in limbo where a progress of public 
participation and freedom of political action is impossible. 
Subsequently, he described, that the predominant role of 
army and bureaucracy into state politics poses a threat to 
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democracy He believed that the role of bureaucracy is 
imnortan/ in any developed or developing country 
nevertheless, once it assumes the role of important pol.t.ca 
lemon making agency, it existence appears at cost of 
democratic processes He was assured that mobilization of 
Se in politics and areng,honing of polmcal order tn 
Pakistan, where free participation of people is possible, c 
genuinely restrict the role of growing mobilization of 
bureaucracy and army in national politics. He opposed he 
^rowing military role in Pakistani politics. Explaining the 
PNP joining of the MRD in 1983, he said MRD was 
initially staged against the Zia regime. We are against the 
very role of army in country's politics. 

Bizenjo was a genial soul and a true politician who 
believed in open-heart politics with a true spirit of 
promoting the interests of common man which could only 
be possible by raising a socio-economic and political 
conscious among them. He left no stone unturned m raising 
the political, educational and social conscious or 
Balochistan people. His contribution towards his people are 


immense. 
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Political Parties in Balochistm 
* <ist and Present 


Balochistan, the lamest nf oil 
but sparsely populated, has a political ° f Pak ' Stai 

orientations and behaviour of i where a, "tud es 

sl «" d dincrences fro,,, Mher pa £ s °o7Ltl T’™’* 
tribal society with ditWn. „i Balochistan is, 

education (! .•/„ compared to overall nation ITaTe of S«/° 
ack of development in important sectors, and an entrenche 

an thwanT WhCTe le8itimac y is sti!l unchallengable 

‘ ‘ f art llc P rocess of modernization in the province 5 The 
role of political parties, nonetheless, since the emergence of 
each on the political scene, cannot be ignored in raising the 
political conscious of masses towards politicalization and 
development. 


The oldest political party in Balochistan was Baloch 
Union Party (BUP) founded in 1928 by Mir Aziz Kurd and 
faiz Mohammad Shawani. It was the first political group 
founded on ethnic ground to defend the rights of Baloch 
people. A fact, nonetheless, remains that a branch of Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Hind had also existed in Balochistan where few 
fundamentalists from Baloch and Pathan areas, supported its 
activities Later on, another political parties was formed. It 
was Kalat Nationalist Party (KNP). The KNP and Jamiat 
Hind both leant towards the Indian struggle for independence 
against the British, and supported All India Congress Party. 
According to the British gazetteers about Balochistan, they 
both were active in giving voice to the Congress participation 
in Balochistan (during 1938-45) Many of the party workers 
were arrested and imprisoned to longer sentences. 

After the partition, 1952, two new political groups 
emerged in Balochistan, respectively in Baloch/Brahui and 
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Pathan belts. In Baloch area, "Astaman Gal”, founded by 
Shazada Karim of Kalat, became the sole runner for Balochs' 
rights and demanded them in all national aspects of 
development from centre. Similarly, in Pathan belt, Samad 
Khan Ajakzai, formed its own political group: "VVror 
Pushtoon” (Pathan Brothers') to secure the rights of Pathan 
areas. The support for both parties was ethnic based. The 
challenge to both, however, particularly in Pathan belt, was 
posed by the Muslim League and fundamentalists who 
blamed the parties for narrowing the ethnic interests against 
each other. The JUI which was established by the participants 
of the Jamiat Hind enjoyed support speaking areas. The JUI, 
nonetheless, shared differences with Muslim League and were 
active in opposing its leadership in Balochistan. 

In 1955, after the one-unit, the both parties merged 
into the National Awami Party (NAP) to safeguard their 
interests. The NAP platform suited both as the NAP policies 
against center e.i. the opposition to one-unit and safeguard of 
small nationalities 'interests coincided with theirs. From 1955 
to 1975, the NAP remained the strongest and united political 
group in Balochistan where more consensus was found 
among its leaders. In 1970, the NAP became the leading seats, 
winner in the Balochistan Assembly. It won 8 out of the 20 . 
seats. The Pakistan Muslim League won 3, while 2 seats were 
won by the JUI. The independents won 5. 

The 1977 elections did not involve much importance 
for the regional political parties as all merged into NAP were 
debarred from elections and majority of their leaders were in 
Hyderabad prison awaiting charges of conspiracy by the 
Bhutto government. After the martial, majority of its leaders 
were released, but political activities remained suspended. 
The major political emergence during 1979-85 were the 
establishment of Pakistan National Party (PNP) by late Ghaus 
Bax Bizenjo and Pakhtoonkwa Milli Awami Party (PMAP) 
by Mahmood Khan Achakzai, the son of late Samad Khan 
Achakzai. The PMAP fetched more support from those Pustu 
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speaking people who haH c 

activities during the nerfoR PP0r,cd NAP. The „ . 

Baloch Students rU d Were rather underern. ? ar,les ' 

People. However no rJ 1 for mor e rights for r!,? 
regime, even the Jamiat Ul^ni^n 01 ^ by ,he 2 
legitimacy. ema e ' Is| am (JUI), to challenge i* 

activities, the 1988 of parties based 

list The B S a.ochUtan Nadci t*Z? “’ST ^ ^ 

by the BSO and Watan Party had ? (BNM) su PP orte d 
Baloch area. Similarly, the PDA / Se'T P0PUlarity in 

Jamoohn Ithehad („i) 

Peoples Party, compared to past had gained popularity but 
the IJI was more stronger. The IJI whole support came from 
Muslim League veterans. The Watan Party (WP) survived 
and even won one seat in the Balochistan Assembly.TheWP 
had supported the Balochistan National! Alliance (BNA) 
under Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti as Chief Minister. The BNM 
had supported the BNA alliance. The PMAP won one seat 
and so the ANP. The JUI won 11 and was the leading seats 
winner party in Balochistan. It was followed by the IJI with 
10 seats. The Independents were 11 including the three 
minority candidates; the BNA had 7, and the PNP only 3 
seats in Assembly. 

The 1990 elections was a watershed in the party 
politics in Balochistan The major change was the establishing 
of the Jamhoori Watan Party (JWP) founded by the Nawab 
Bugti The party was the brain-child of Nawab whose strong 
stature provided it immediate boost of membership and party 
campaigns. Many who joined the party were those who could 
exercise an independent status of winning the elections or 
enjoyed a social status needed to support party stunt. It won 
12 seats and was the leading seats carrier in Provincial 


,, Thp it Ti which had enjoyed voters support in 
Assembly. The JUI wmen i* j j won 5 a nd 

1988 failed to win more than 6 rNM 

was reduced tc 2 accountable for the BNM loss 

secure more. ™emaj f where (he BNM heId 

Ambers that accounted for the BNM had joined the JWP 

under th^awabs^.nfluence.re party campa jg n for 

mobilizing voters' support in Pustu speaking constituencies^It 
won 3 seats and could win equally more if ANP ted no 
opposed it in many constituencies. The ANP which did n 
secure any seat, nonetheless had inflicted damage on the 
PMAP by cutting voters' support in many Pustu speaking 
constituencies against the JUI, Muslim Leaguers and the 
Independents. The ANP-PMAP alliance in Balochistan is 
believed to promote the interests of the PMAP in large. 

The IJI had 7 seats, and was supported by four 
Independents whom ministries were assured by the Nawab 
Sharif government under the Jamali coalition. The PDA won 
3 seats. The PDA appeared more supported by voters in 
urban cities. Two of its candidates were believed to have been 
deprived of victories by rigging the elections. 

The party politics in Balochistan involves ethnic and 
ideological base support. Except the JUI, the IJI and PDA, 
the rest major support comes on ethnic lines. The IJI has been 
supported by the Muslim League veterans, whose strength 
though has reduced, belong to wealthy enjoying social status 
in society. The Muslim League leaders in Balochistan have 
shown full support for the government during all 
governments/regimes, a factor responsible for their 
participation in government even under the non-democratic 
governments. The JUI holds support in Pathan areas, 
however, it has gained strength in Baloch areas where now 
more support is shown for the JUI. 
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'ssue has undermined the narT Balochlst an, the eth^" 
responsible for the nartv / V pro S ram mes and is ,! h T 
Baloch/Brahui and San hT l"* ^ or «**££ 
voting in elections for nan ° Ct ^ n ' c consideration whil 
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fh J He Party d,vlslon on ethn,c lines has not only divided 
the public opinion but leads to ethnic rivalry which had been 
resulting ethnic riots undermining the process of 
development in the province as occurred over the 
construction of Agricultural college with the EEC Asian fond. 
The fund for the construction of college was withheld and 
rather allotted to Sri Lanka. Next, it has failed to produce a 
leader that can recognize his leadership in large. Any 
charismatic leader from*Baloch area may not be acceptable to 
Pushtu speaking people and vice versa; the acceptace of a 
unanimous leadership is impossible. Similarly, those parties 
which claim their existence other than ethnic lines find not 
full support from public already under an ethnic division. This 
is mainly responsible for a multi-party svsfem where no 
government is a coalition free. 

The political parties in Balochistan, despite all their 
divisions and differences, have played an important role in the 


promotion of political conscious among masses and mo.ed t 

development. 
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cr >' against i, s role* 1 was^rn *' OU ® b ,he pub|ic hue and 
government. ommon dunng the Jamali 

Ministry- 0 f Interiof ^"is COn,ro1 of ,he Central 

established during the British ? semi ‘ m '''tary force 
suppon to district Sr 3 

ins ^ ,he 

exercise control over tribal buffer arets° rce^ed more l° s 

emrenChed f0rce ' After ‘he creation of 
akistan, FC became an imponant border force in two of the 

proxmce NWFP and Balochistan The FC in Balochistan, 
however, was smaller in size limiting to only three corps’ 
Zhob Militia, Chagi Militia and Mehran Rifles commanded by 
the NWFP Inspector General Later on, in the wake of 
crowing necessity of border militia in Balochistan the strength 
of the FC was increased and many new corps were raised n 
different parts of Balochistan In 1968, a full-fledged FC 
Inspector General office was established. The FC performs 
three major functions 

1 To provide security around borders, and prevent all illegal 
movements across and inside. 

2 Control smuggling activities, inside the twenty miles border 
radius for items other than arms and drugs. In case of arms 
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and drugs, it can raid and seize wherever it finds them; 

3. Afford military support to civil administration in case of 
worsening law and order situation in the area. 

At present, the Balochistan FC has eleven corps with 
an approximate strength of 3500 to 4000 each. They are 
equipped with modern light weapons; some of the corps have 
mounting armours and field batteries. Here is a brief 
description of various sub- division of FC and their positions. 


Name of Corns Stationed at 


1. Zhob Milita 

2. Pishin Scouts 

3. Ghazaband Scouts 

4. Bamboor Rifles 

5. Sibi Scouts 

6 . Mekran Scouts 

7. Loralai Scouts 

8 . Chagi Militia 

9. Mawand Refiles 

10. Kharan Rifles 

11. Kalat Scouts 


Zhob 

Chaman 

Balili near Quetta 
Dera Bugti 
Sibi 

Mekran 

Loralai 

Noshki 

Kohlu 

Neokundi 

Khuzdar 


Despite the fact the FC is to prosecute an imporant 
function* essential to the maintenance of law and order 
situation in the province, yet for the last many years, 
parricularly after the inception of the civilian government, 
there is a found public resentment against the FC activities 
which tend to mount pressure on the provincial 
government against the center. The major resentment 
comes form the border areas where the force is actively 
engaged in border supervision and anti-smuggling duties. 
Six of the corps: Zhob Militia, Kharan Rifles, Kalat Scouts 
and Mehran Scouts are borer corps stationed closer to the 
borders of Iran and Afghanistan. They perform, primarily, 
two functions of patrolling borders and seizing smuggled 
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development to agricultural land, public offices and 

d maj0nty of ,he border ar ea people should not be 

eprtved of this source of income, as they have no other 
alternative Again, over the law and order situation in the 
province, public leaders blame FC for militant behavior 
against the local populace. As a matter of fact FC's 
involvement in law and order situation has grown in recent 
times, as it is the only efiective existing force in the eh 
provide for disciplining and protecting law and order at a 
time when no other law-enforcing agencies can do it. 
Balochistan does not have an entrenched police system. 
Majority of the areas in Balochistan are "B" class arcs 


where no police exist. The only available local force: 
Tevies is a traditional force and it too small and ill- 
equipped to cope with a major law and order situation 
arisine often out of tribal feuds or ethno-political rivalries 
In such eventualities the local administrations only 
choice is FC. In such cases a first class Magistrate 
accompanies the operation party and reports the 
happenings to the District Magistrate/Political Agents Th 
FC also performs the role of protecting 
installation throughout the province where no other force 
exists For instance, the role of Bamboor Rifles at Dera 
Bugti other than supporting the district administration in 
controlling law and order situation in general, is primarily 
to protect the Gas supply line to other parts of country 
from Sui where a threat to it always appears from tribes 
The FC's role in Balochistan seems a hard nut to crack in 
the Center-Province dialogue. On the one hand, FC 
exercises an function of law and order and border security 
in peace and crisis. The role of FC is necessitated in the 
situation where law and order control over border areas is 
essential to restrict the inflow of arms and drugs into 
settled areas. The major supply of arms and drugs is 
possible if borders are not sealed. 

On the other hand, a chain of criticism against its 
growing unnecessary interference in local affairs comes 
under attack by many political circles in Balochistan. 
Criticism against the FC is not always justified. Often it 
becomes a scapegoat for political discontent among 
politicians. Leaders from the areas, where FC has become 
more operative, find a shrewd thrust to fall in line with 
public grievances against the FC in order to win public 
support. Also, they come under pressure finding it an 
exerting demand to do so. This is more common in case o 
MPAs or those in the coalition government. They find it a 
growing demand by their party men or local notables to 
raise their dissatisfaction against the FC on the Assembly's 
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Levies: A Conventional Force 
Le in Action 
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cers. Third, the area civ a$ it was 

ing of eminent tribesmens sons/:son- pport j n 

b fe in ‘hose days, cou.c 

Crr^tvie, other than tho. bonuses^ 
ved for excellent performance of their job 
tendence, no significant changes were made 
icture the Levy force and they remained a status quo 
force without coming under an entrenched system ot 
ncial/central level command. Falling under the Home 
tment, they remained under the direct command of a 
:t/agency administration. 
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conventional rifles: y are most,y armed with 

sepoy lawaWaT'da^V 3 "^ "* divided into five «*««: 
districts 2 . f edar ’ Jameedar ’ a " d risaldar. Some 
districts with larger Levy force have the rank of risaldar- 

J °r. He is in grade eleven below the rankof a tehsildar 
• I he role of Levies in maintaining law and order in "B" 
areas where they exist, is still very important," said a district 
magistrate. "However, its performance has become less 
effective than in past." The major factor behind this, 
according to him, is that no structural and orgainsational 
changes have occurred to curb growing lawlessness in many 
sensitive areas They lack proper training and advanced 
weapons and communications to tackle any sensitive 
situation That is why the district adminstration is left with no 
choice but to request for the services of the Frontier Corpse 
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In the words of a retired vy and without 

recruitment devolves to his sons or closed relatives. To him^ 
proxies in Levy recruitment is committed Even people from 
not any tribe are recruited in Levies on behalf of chieftains^ 

The recruitment policy, according to a common belie , 
has undergone deterioration which has undermined t e 
performance of Levies as a law enforcement agency. In the 
past tribvesman were drafted on merit, but now it involves 
favours and obligation. Accordingto an official report, most 
of the Levies recruited recently have been selected on 
political basis. Even those recruited on merit, according to a 
risaldar-major from Kalat Levies, lack total fitness for Levies. 
"There are many precedents, where in defiance of Levies rule, 
people from outside area are drafted in through apporaches. 
Anybody with some education wil go to other jobs than 
joining Levies, even those without education prefer joining 
other professions."Previously, particularly during the British 
rule, this was considered an honourable professin, but is not 
the case now. Now only those who- are unable to find a 
suitable job elesewhere or thsoe unable to find any other job, 
join this force. He wished that the Levy forces were either 
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disbanded or restructured on the pattern of the police force 
then "B” areas are turned into "A” areas so that Levies are 
gradually replaced. Some areas in Balochistan are turned into 
"A" areas but because of resistance from tribal heads and 
tribes, the government is not very effective in turning enough 
area into "B" area. 

In Balochistan, Levies still remain an active law 
enforcing agency though their performance is not much 
impressive in view of growing law and order situation. Times 
have changed with advancement in the field of 
communication and weapons system, but the Levies have not 
changed at all. This makes their roel less effective in 
maintaining law and order. 


Qaz* 


Chapter 6 

Courts in Balochistan: 


'pne functioning of the Qazi courts in Balochistan, the 
vince in Pakistan where these courts exist, may mark 
°rily P. r ° * ne ‘ss of a judicial set-up where judges adjudicate all 
t jje uniqU vtn g under their jurisdiction on the basis of Shariah 
caS eS COl ' ur jsprudence) and the civil code of laws. However, 
(jslam lC J unc j er in the context of jurisdiction it exercises, the 
jf analy 2 ars | e ss successful as a sound mechanism of 
s ystem Wl'j. ca p pec j by many factors, the Qazi courts, give 
j ust,ce r 0 f a rather weak institution of justice, 
the ,ITia ^ ie Q az i system, known as Dastur Amal (Diwani), 
1952 inherited portions of the Qazi judicial system that 
^ a,a * functioning as system and full-fledged judicial order 
h a ^ C former Kalat state that consisted of more than three- 
,n VVthe present Balochistan. After the British occupation 
r lochistan which divided it into two parts, the British and 
° native Balochistan, major changes took place in the 
^dicial system which distorted the jurisdiction of the Qazi 
^urts They, however, continued functioning in native 
Balochistan as an independent institution of judiciary, though 
their role became less effective. In 1952, their jurisdictions 
were extended to the areas previously included in the British 
Balochistan, by setting up separate Qazi courts. The Dastur 
Amal (Diwani), 1952, primarily concerned with the civil 
jurisdiction, is believed to have contained a portion of 
evidence (Qanun Shahadit) and criminal act (Qanun Faujdari); 
Qazis were empowered to decide in these cases. However, in 
1977, they were curtailed of all jurisdiction other than civil. 
According to the Dastur Amal Diwani 1952, the Qazis can 
decide only civil cases not exceeding Rs. 50,000. Also, they 
are not empowered to adjudicate cases that involve 
government as a party. In a situation where Qazi courts 
exercise their jurisdictions and a government party is found in 
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Pp! ° Wer C0UrtS ’ ' 6 Civil and ma S' s trate courts or 
directly by the party involved Earlier, cases were referred to 

6 Q* 21 C ° Ur1S by the sub ' divisional magistrates or even 
ehsildars. Later on, through an amendment by the 
Balochistan High Court, the channeling of cases to the Qazi 
courts through the administration was taken away. 

Every' Qazi court is presided over by a Qazi. The 
qualification of a Qazi is not defined. Traditionally, any one 
having a "Madrassa' qualification could be appointed a Qazi, 
and many of the present Qazis in Balochistan are simply 
"Madrassa" educated. Steps, however, have been taken 
during the last few years by the Balochistan Public Service 
Commission to regularize and streamline the appointment of 
the Qazis. The selection team, consisting of the chairman of 
the commission and two justices from the Balochistan High 
Court, gives preferences to the law graduates with a Master's 
in Islamiat. 

There were growing complains by the parties 
involved or those who appealed to the superior courts that 
Qazi was unable to interpret because of the lack ot 
understanding of the civil codes. The lack of the necessary 
knowledge of English was another problem. .According 
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one lawyer m Z regar ding the cases J pusthu or 
visited the tra nslate the ^ sl ° h the public 

sr-5- ° fiudieiw 

appointed m service benefits. • 

in his rank, enjoys many sen/ic decisi on is made m the 

Appeals against a Q ^ sessl0 n judge 

Majlis Shura, consisting admin istrative division ... 

two senior Q azis n J Ve J urts function, has one Ma Js 
Balochistan where 9 mmediate court of appeals against _ 

Shura, serving as the I Shura's head officers in 

Qazi court decisions^ TheiM court , jn Balochistan 

Quetta. There are a total of ' V fi|ed jn the 

Appeals against the decisions of Majlis Snu ^ . 

High Court, the fjj rSurt the Ll court of appeal 
administration. The Hig ■ Court actively 

against he Qazi administration. The High Court y 

exercising its powers of revision, can reverse any 
decision/action of Qazi court/Majlis Shura. It can take 
disciplinary action against a Qazi's abuse of power and is 
authorized to remove him from office.Last year, a Q azl 
Dera Bugti was dismissed from office by the Balochistan 
High Court of abusing his power. 

The functioning of Qazi courts in Balochistan has 
undergone many changes since the British rule. The 
restructuring of these courts in 1952 has not fully restored the 
judicial authority of these courts thereby restricting their 
effectiveness as well as their judicial role. They need more 
effective jurisdiction. 
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Why Female Lih> Chapter 7 
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Two factors are mainly responsible for the lowest 
level of female education in Balochistan. The socio-cultural 
conditions under a strong tribal/rural structure, and 
insufficient schooling arrangements for female, particularly in 
rural areas. 

Balochistan has got a vast rural area with an 
entrenched tribal set-up where, according to the Pakistan 
Planning Commission report of 1988, 84.39% of the 
population of province live. The socio-cultural values in 
Balochistan's entrenched tribal system are such where the idea 
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of female education receives less encouragement. The rural 
society in Balochistan is a conservative society where still 
female education lacks common support. Female education is 
not encouraged in large by parents/guardians because of the 
existing social values against. According to an extensive 
research conducted by the Social Work Department of the 
University of Balochistan, socio-cultural factors are major 
impediment in female education. The rural society, 
necessarily, a male-dominated society where female education 
is perceived a move for modernization of women that 
contributes to undermine the strict control over women on 
which not only the male honor but whole social order 
depends. They believe that a women is better designed in 
house with a born quality of being house-wife. She may 
receive early "Maktab" (religious education) or primary 
schooling in some cases, and then confines to house-life. 

Similarly, the custom of early marriages in tribal area; 
it is common all over in rural areas of Balochistan, which in 
majority cases are arranged and Vulver (bride-price) made, 
make the parents disinterested in educating them. They are 
rather supportive of their household duties. Many parents 
interviewed over the question of educating their daughters, 
replied in good faith, "We want their betterment, thus arrange 
them early marriages. The skills of running a house pay them 
more in husband's house then modem education. The study 
also endorsed the fact that a larger section of parents in those 
areas were illiterate without any awareness of the benefits of 
education for females. Many of them below the average 
income assumed the education of their daughters a financial 
burden on family. The lack of schooling facilities/arrangements 
for girls is another major factor that has contributed to the 
discouragement of female education in Balochistan, 
particularly in rural areas, in Balochistan. The number of 
primary schools for girls in Balochistan is very low. 

According to Government of Balochistan, Bureau of 
Statistics Report and Directorate of Primary Education 
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communication exists in the far-flung zones ofBatoS 

sense ea of maj0rity c ° f ,hem comi "S from urban areas feel 
sense of insecurity. Second, not sufficient accommodation 

and facilities are available to make them encouraged to serve 
in those areas Therefore, majority of qualified teachers prefer 
serving in urban to rural towns. 


The female education in Balochistan serves the lowest 
level. The major factors accountable for under-development 
are socio-cultural values with less interest of education for 
girls, and inadequate schooling arrangements. It needs a mass 
social and education programs, particularly in rural areas, for 
twofold purpose. First, to raise the awareness of the 
importance of female education against social norms amongst 
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<he female members at the time^" lpu,ed t0 the male side by 

When a proposal is made to the bride's side' the 
demand for Vulver is made, this price is fixed by the girl's 
guardians. The amount of Vulver is demanded by the bride 
side, at the time a proposal is made. As the boy's side are the 
ones to initiate the proposal so the girl's side arrange the 
price, in this way each reach a point of mutual consent. Once 
the price is fixed upon the girl's side are usual inflexible and 
will refuse outright to reduce the sum The advantage of 
settling Vulver is with the female side. The controversy or 
deadlock ovei* the amount usually does not arise as one who 
proposes the marriage, already knows though closed sources 
the range of Vulver going to be demanded by the bride's 
parents In case the amount o Vulver is too high for the boy's 
side a compromise may be made. Withdrawing from a match 
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years ago^e ^ of Vu|ver jn Pus htu speaking areas 

is from Rs. 100,000 to 300,000. In Baloch and Sindhi areas 
where Vulver is practiced, the amount may be smaller. Vulver 
is paid before marriage takes place. The pfoposer can pay in 
cash or property, or in any other way determined by a bride s 
parents. A major portion of the payment of Vulver, says a 
young man, can be other than cash, "The afiluential class, ' he • 
notes, "prefer immovable property as payment of Vulver." 

The use of Vulver is two sided. If the bride's family 
terribly well off, Vulver can be regarded as a 
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compensation for the expenses they have to bear such as the 
purchase of jewelry, clothes and other precious items In any 
case the money comes back to the bridegroom when the girl 
becomes his wife. 6 

Vulver is misused when the girl's family do not give it 
to her whole but spend it on wedding arrangements. This is 
usually the case with those parents who do not have a great 
deal of money. Under such circumstances the utilization of 
Vulver is not used for its express purpose goes and is an 
infringement upon the rights of the bride to whom Vulver 
was paid. It raises a bride's profile in her husband's house if 
her parents spend major portion of Vulver on buying her 
dowry. According to a tribe notable and social worker, who 
opposes the use of Vulver in majority of cases, "there is a 
misutilisatiori of Vulver, without serving a bride's need. It 
ought to be a taboo. It is aberrant and again the spirit of 
Vulver and traditions that gave birth to Vulver". He believed 
that demand of Vulver for the sake of monetary benefits can 
lead to unsuitable matches where bride is the major sufferer." 
This should be discouraged" he said, "It means that whoever 
can marries the girl of his choice, and guardians marry their 
daughters to the highest bidder." 

In those areas where Vulver is entrenched, the 
practice is continued, even if the majority is against it. 

^ According to an extensive survey conducted by the Social 
Work department of the University of Balochistan, the 
educated class from areas where Vulver is practiced abhor its 
practice and those who support the system are generally from 
the uneducated Similarly, guardians with more female 
children endorsed its continuation The report said that it was 
very' helpful in settling marriages. However many marriage 
proposals, succumbing to Vulver demands, were broken oft. 
Vulver has become, in many cases, a symbol with the girl's 
side demanding hefty sums and the boys side, in order to be 
thought more well off than they actually are, paying whatever 
price is set 
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cys tc" 1 l0 ,„ r0 ,atio'>- 

p , is0 " f need „ poS ins »" 

noes '* h , lias bec J H‘> vins 

- _ : n Bal° ch . S (he provin 0 • j n 

,«6I *<£ expaasia n » overcrop fai | ,0 **£ 

Sr***e wo *"*%»*, n °iar an 

“S B ;' 0 T C t h f a-~s and' 

»■" nil. -X' “lochisian was conlro , of 

Native and wnj more unde r the D f Kalat. 

St!-; .hose areas were 

liftoST... “lareely mea “ ° f 

will, Sardars being thei I, ghcsl Sardars 

justice (Qazi courts an fc re oulating crime and 

exercised a consequent.*. = had | oc k ups or 

punishment situation in their areas. y 

confinement centres, some of them existed prison 

During the heyday of the British rule when prison 
system was organized and jails were raised in different parts 
of India, two regular gaols were constructed in the British 
Balochistan. One was District jail at Quetta, and other was 
Central jail at Mach Besides, two lock-up jails constructed 
for under-trial inmates during that period also existed in Zliob 
and Loralai. They both were later on converted to District 
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under tnal or with shorter sentences WCre ,h °se 

theref tan , C0 " sid <=rably small tkh P ° pulation of 
inmate?' d ' d n °' 3ppear a "V ^na^o^son^r 

major factor accountawTfor ® alochista " is the 

partition with the mergence of^ problems - After the 
constituting major portion “of ar J f , na ‘ lv f /pricely areas, 
increased its population with more crime” ^ 

adequate measures were adanmH r ,1 1 Ho vever , not 

S - Vaen > Though few jail, cL,d kmZ™°" °' P "” n 

some expansion they were turned into district jai? ’ 

At present there are total 11 jails in Balochistan Two 

00 )?? and Pi$hin are Under instruction, and may 

landed over to the prison department in near future, 
wo of them, at Mach and Mastung are the central jails. The 
rest are all District jails. The one at Mach is the only full- 
fledged jail in Balochistan with a capacity of 550 inmates. It 
covers an area of more than one square mile with different 
barracks designed to serve different purposes, is with enough 
factory- area, and execution facilities. The one at Mastung is 
central jail in just name It has only capacity of 50 inmates 
within area of not more than 100 square yards areas 
surrounded by 20 feet boundary wall shedding shadows over 
most of the day time It has one barracks without any central 
jail facilities It causes enormous problem to inmates, "said 
the acting superintendent jail, Mr. Riaz, "including health and 
rehabilitation. However, we are without any rememy until a 
new jail with required facilities is constructed." 

The District jails, with the exception of Quetta jail, are 


39 . They 

10 0 inmates ^ p S V fSlitie* fo [ 
.. 1(>ss than l°u f te chnicai * id |, n g. 

still sn>a |Ier W s pace and are short ^ four J allS against .the 

lar k ^According to a ^ ep and Bella a [ e ?^ s pital facilities 

the Id PrlS ° n j? At Mach there are 2 ther e are 80 

ar e overcrowded, t ^ Mastun g at pre wd ed too. 

its requir sf m nlHy other district ja' ls ^ e contain double 
inmates Simila y, . Loralat and Quetta 

The one at Turbat, Khuzda Qn js part.cular tn W 

c iK required capacity, 1 h . cr i m es have cau 

£ rap'd Th " J,i ! ’Sj 

enormous problems of mmat nearabout 600 

a capacity of 35° inmates ts packe ^ ^ excluslV e!y 
inmates. Because of this m som . mprjsoned to shorter 

meant for inmates under with longer sentences 

of accommodation ,n major 

j8llS ' According to the Balochistan prison department in 
seven of the jails in Balochistan, including central jail a 
Mastung, only those convicted inmates are held whose 
punishment is less than two year, but that is not possible 
under present circumtances. As mentioned, central jail Mach 
is the only jail with execution facilities. Therefore, all those 
sentenced to death sentences are shifted to Mach where they 
are kept in death cells barracks and remained there until a 
decision is made regarding the sentence. This cause enormous 
problem for their relatives coming from longer distance area 
of Balochistan and then seek permission to see them 
According to one, it is an awful experience to see someone in 
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relatives. BaloSan*^^ Ws death b °dy arises f 

S "’" nCCS a ' from l„„ “ di ** **“"» «e »v& £ 
"so. Bal„cl, is , a “ 

ere are no separate/adequate a r h a " d Quetta jails 
delmquents and female inmates Th? 86 " 16 " 15 for Juvenile 
increased during the past manv vp JUVen,Ie deli nquency h as 
below the age of 18 have been found B . alochis,an a ^ many 
theft and murder cases. Not halt, J ^ ^ dmg abus ^ 
jails as they are overcrowded and smS^h 6 arrangemen,s m 
m,x U P with many serior and habit.1T ’ thejunevile inmates 
I s a problem of female inmates The n "T^r Slmilarly ,here 
in Balochistan is very low ne umber of female inmates 

during the past years The m hM inCreased 

in Quetta, the on.yjai, with 

\\ar ens espite the Mach jail contains some female inmates 
-n a separate female inmate barracks, yet no fZk 
warden/sentry exists. According to a jail official, in absense of 
a female warden, the jail administration is more concerned 
about female inmates. Similarly other jails administration 
faces a problem whenever a female inmate under trial without 
a bail is required by court. In that case she is temporarily 
housed in a judicial lock-up and soon moved to Quetta jail if 




sentenced or bail not granted. The only jail in Balochistan 
with technical workshop is Mach jail where inmates learn 
technical skills of carpentry, tailoring, carpet-making, 
weaving and iron-works. The rest with convicted inmates 
don't have regular factory/technical rehabilitation programs 
where their reformation can be possible, no matter they are 
engaged in heavy manual labor of kitchen, gardening and 
other jail jobs/services. 

\ The prison setup in Balochistan remains undeveloped 

and irregular. At present it fails to serve its purpose, and 
needs major expansion and development to meet the 
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Central Jail, Mach Ch “ p,er, ° 


The central jail at Mach n„i„ , • 
largest prisons in Pakistan, which^n theT' '•\° ne of 
known as the toughest jail for nnt British days was 

all over the British Ind/a. Th j^tf*** 
remote valley town in fourty i 929 Mach. a 

deemed a suitable place for this pnson as , Quetta ’ Was 
by a chain of high mountains from whem i, ^ SUrr ° U, ’ ded 
for a captive to escape Also the r i • S lm P° ss 'ble 

1894 that linked many towns of Balo h^ lmkaSe raised 
of India, facilitated the transportation^ 3 " • W ' th °‘ her parts 
became a famous jail for those pnsoners “ soon 
imprisonment for notorious and ah! t0 lor >8 

Balochistan but otherXs " 0t ^ 

•"famous criminals and outlaws d m Wa / famous for 
Balochistan and other parts ' ire t l ° f ,hem from 
outlaw ofZiarat Jun KhL wh k ? ^ The f ~ 

8.100,1': s e rr «“:■ ?» 

here The | PnSOn r Wi,h Sh0r1 Semences were also gaoled 
u h moVe .r re,CheS ° Ver ^ ,han ° ne st l uare mile area 

d^Ld for S" SeVemeen b3rraCks (Ca " ed sheds ). a » 
boundary different purposes. They are surrounded by two 

he?M TIT • CaCh ° f ‘ hem Wi ' h more ,han a *wemy feet 
height. There are six watch-towers where sentries are alert 

through out day and nigh, for a watch ou, Ever!- barracks 

door C ° mP ° Und afCa covered by a corridor with one entrance 
door where a sentry stands Majority of the barracks ale 
prisoners barracks, each having 50 to 70 inmates. According 


^ch jaih vuo 7finniates is agau- —^ shorta ge - 

M.d, ■.con barrack. rfW ^ 

manual sefV ' c ® f )g They all were co Though no 

,ho,e .he f ” fro „ one year w 35 ba , racks. 

lt"cloh*io« of d J ““ sib]e eff0 „ is m .de .o 

however, as the su P enn t end . ifferen ces of inmates in barracks, 
consider the age and culture ^ trouble . The age and socio- 
"This way we can avoi inrnates helps overcoming any 

language akinness a « S |, J tb e barrack they all live together 
physical tussle among them. In the: Dam 

in ward style with each one o is contained juvenile 

Another big barracks (shed no J) contained j 
delinquents, all below the age of 18. To one's sutpnse^ 
were a total of 79 inmates, many of them appeared too cute a 
innocent to be believed for juvenile deliquency. One: Usman 
from Jaffarabad, sentenced to two-year imprisonment was 
convicted of attempting an assault on a women. Some of them 
were guilty of carrying illegal arms and drugs. Many of them, 
nevertheless, were serving sentences for theft and murder cases. 
They all belonged to lower class of society without any 
significant education. A couple of them were metric and were 
trying to improve their education. 

There were only five female inmates being guilty of 
Hudood and murder cases. They live in a separate barrack where 
a female warden is to supemse them. At current, there is no ladv 
warden/jailer in Mach jail, and superintendent feels more 
responsible for the female prisoners. "We feel more 

accountability for female inmates when there is no fo 
warden. Two old a»ed , ere ,s no lemale 


-742 inmates m 
. ther e were 744 i ,. The 

dent of jail. at pr6 f aV are awaiting trial- * 


and 
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°f«he 

>Se in 


’ey both accompany us " win .u 
’arracks have solitary cells 11 i l^ Superinte ndent Tu 
'hese barracks live cubical cell" ' he 8eneral barracks V 
two inmates with comfon The 7 big enou 8 h tp acco/ 0 * «' 
for those whose conduc. h «" 5 were a£T**«* 

or those who seriously vi 10 ° aberran t for 0 th V meant 
solitary confinement " J/w Ja '' mles "They were'se" 1 ^ 
Assistant Ja.ler who ha/ ^ Fazal Ami n, a c JT tf ° r 
Balochistan prisons "It SPCnt 35 years of his ha,red 

**«y «»s "n Drt is „ :;r n com ”™ *">1 » 

inmale for months Politir,! °" e “““ n °' lalk 10 his next' 'I 
cells " "The situation is changed/ow / ° fte " kept in ,h «e 
or solitary cells where they are at mn PnSOners now approach 
now are not solitary confinement ri 6356 The soli,a W cell 
C * *»»* <%. except one ”^2 d" " 0 ' '° Cked " 
and can move independently in thA d .T® ,he Bril 'sh days 

rets of those who 'non™ dl I™* "Still 

roll, Th POlitiCa l PnS ° nerS and " B " c,ass barracks has each 25 

S I, M Z " B n» ? "° r POli “- « 

r,! K were t0 Que,,a District Jail ’ therefore 

the both barracks are empty. Mach jail has been the famous 
abode for political prisoners, where many important political 
figures of Pakistan, particularly of Balochistan, had been 
detained in past According to a jailer, during the Ayub Khan 
period, there were largest number of political detainees in Mach. 
The jail library which comprise more than 2,000 books includes 
many important collections which were donated by political 
captives during their days of captivity. Ahmed Ali, a educated 
murder case convicted to 14 years, was the library incharge. He 
told that each inmate is entitled to borrow one book for one 
week period Some of the books, i.e., Linda Goodman's "Sun 
Signs" or DH Lawrence's "Sons and Lovers" may not be 



rthe .ess, inmates borrow in ^ 

^***5%%* <*»* * Ben 

The barracks con present there ^ avval tmg 

taw » got thoit arc maw 

50016 ° f ‘r mnared to other barracks, ^ {he compound, 
sentences. Comp surve illance in and jns|de the 

around it ba rracks are not al owed # 

inmates &°™* hose are shifted to death cc^J ^ ^ hour 8 

cells are awful to live, an „ jd a prisoner who had 

sptds 23 hours of a day J year. He was 

remained in one of the deal » was comm uted 

sentenced to f,’ e bi „ erest „f my life, I 

to life imprisonment. That ye n ows pole across 

saw many of death martial 

the compound with a chill of fear and gnet. It was ay 
law and hangings were rapid,” said the man Those whose 
appeals for commutation of death sentence are rejected await 
gallows. According to prison mles, one is informed no y 
hours before he is hanged. He is asked to take bath in his cell and 
read verses of Quran. "It usually happens few hours before 
dawn. Soon after he completes the requirements, he is led to 
gallows. He is handcuffed, may be blind folded and his feet are 
fastened at the time he is hanged, "said a sentry on death cells 
barracks. All inmates are kept locked and strict security 
measures are adapted. Those whose presence is must at the time 
a hanging is going on, are Superintendent of Jail, Deputy 
Superintendent or Jailers, jail Medical Officer and a magistrate. 
He must have been hanged to death before sun rises. 

Death sentences in Mach jail are often as this the only 
prison in Balochistan where accused are accused are hanged to 
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shifted to Mach e j^ h ^ re d Sentenced ,0 death ' 

where in one day shift f ^ factor y area V V t, rS ° nS 

hour break, f 0Ur to fi ’ 0111 8 00 a.m, (o 4 00 " h f °ur barr ac , 
of ,he skills V hundred convicted P m ^h on| v T 5 

oflicers' rLiw"t*! ^ JStaT?' 

"tee » mo„,h P ,"tf y “ j * s ! f C « ™» 
inforTnglnmlTwhom 

except death cell inmates or one n ft h S ei haVe CaIled upon 4,1 

by the jail authorities are entid ™ S ^ ed t0 so,ltar y confinement 
visitors to death Zd Zl, ° ^ ' heir visi,ors ™e 

Superintendent can visit them mheir cjr 3168, * a "° Wed by 

Similarly, some with education can do the office work 

appoTnted e "M h S H n •• ^7 Inma,es With good record are als ° 

inmam T, 7 "* Sene P ose "’ a disciplinary force for 

mates They can afford physical punishment to those who do 
violates jail rules They wear canoe style red and green hats, 
wnjch makes them more distinct. 

Jail life is an uncomfortable disciplined life designed to 
regulate and retorm those convicted to various imprisonments, 


4/ 

H to have failed t0 

** - 

is important. It is a f 
crowds. 
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Ocobtci- 1992 Elhnic Vn^T 11 


BaledJ™ ™* lin e s ”f elhnic co „ n| . 

»do-poli,ic„ d«l„,i tt C “ C "J“ '» “* d»n„„ic' Z 

Baloclustan's cthnir . ° t,le Province a hu nd 
behind ,|, e ,p„„ *'"»> W, 

resulted in ethnic violence in different 8rCa ’ B ° slhan T his 
including the provincial capital QucttaT 5 * of Baloch istan, 
human lives on both sides, but 1 nuee trad V ^ daimcd 
= ls 9 resulted due to conS^^ 

strikes was ft? N^nJ. *&* M a " d 

supported by the Baloch Sturfemfn Movenlen t (BNM) 
hd processions, bloeW Tl*j 

down shops and business A „ • ^ " Baloch areas >closed 
PakhioonhL, Milli Z “ p^' n ( S ^;“ >'* 

the politics of strike* a ct n i . MA ' wh ich reckoned 

the province. The PMAP vowe'd^'flttrTh -H ^ 65 ' 5 
irrespective of the cost involved 8 f heir ' nteres,s 

b. one ends drive fr„ m Q„e,„. was eiseniial EoS 

efhnic . T°l IhC province However, following the 
ethnic turmoil, the EEC, which had assured allotment of 

withdrawn"it e s S ? r d he C °? S,rUCti0n ofcolle S e - was reportedly 
w thdrawn its funds to the project. The fund, later on was 

allowed to Sri Lanka, and now the college is being raised 

ere. A hard luck for Balochistan. Subsequently^ ethnic 


hen 12 new 

ran hind •"<* *’1? Quetta“ELnteipah Col ^"’Vhe 

ssis '*£&’&: rr, 

elections for v -q the decision cam ordin g to the ™ 

—u h '-, «P 
slight problem in ^ ^fen place since 1981. Therefore, 
f„f«“i“s« C »»ion of new cons.i.uencies on .ire basis o 

" »T:Zous ,r,rn when » «>MAP 
SEUH „Z: 8 e" a LE decision to 

sjs zr" a ar:,„\o 

in Quetta. The IJI led coalition government m the province 
gave in. It postponed elections for Quetta Municipal and 
District Council. Later on, it also decided to cancel the 
standing of all wards in Quetta Municipal Corporation, and 
appointed a judicial commission to probe into the matter of 
future demarcation of all wards/constituencies for Quetta 
Municipal Corporation elections. 

The BNM and the JWP opposed these decisions and 
unanimously called for holding elections even in the 12 
wards. This demand was echoed by Mr Sanaullah Zehri. the 
provincial minister for local bodies. This was followed by 
appeals by these parties for strike in Quetta and the 
surrounding Baloch dominated areas 

TUo . 
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The province° ^'dilJded^mo^ihre^' 110 S ° Cia ' Condi <i°ns 
Baloch/Brahui, Pathan inrl ti ma J or ethnic » roiJn 

!i 01 " d '^ ere „< P ans “r h0 T 

Quetta. The Baled, according ^™ 8 , IT* ^ » 
the larger pan of the population sp ead ne " ' ?° nSti,U,cd 
and southern Balochistan including,h, ‘ hc Wes ‘ern 

Karachi. Out of six administrative di^n™ 3 ? be " ,0uchin 8 
majority in four: Kaiat, Mekran Sihi ?’ K ! ’ e Baloch ar e in 
speak four, different languages Bbcl r^u Abad The y 
Smdhi and Siraki. The Pathans u j' , Mekrani - 
ethnic group, are in an absolute mV 116 second ma jor 
populated divisions: Quetta and 71 ?'!? n 7° m ° St ,llick| y 
Pa «’ a "s 1** one lang ce Pu ^' Ba, ° Ch ' th ^ 

believed to have crown The,r Population is 

attributed to the inm,? of A? Y T* 1981 This ca " be 

* M-Srl? r* 8 “ 

population of Balochistan Majority of ti e aLI T™" 
were rehabilitated ,n Pushto speaking areas £ of thf 

IS5S3HES 

majority in the provincial assembly so far, and no elected 

ST 6 "' baS h , eVer bCen free fTOm the burden of coalitions 
\ith the possible exception of JUI-F, the PPP and IJI, all 

b ed'o? ,f Pan ,' eS ^ Ba,0chistan have their constituencies 
based on ethnic lines. The major support for the PMAP 

comes from the Pathan area, and its rival political group in 
r areas ,s the JUI - Similarly, the BNM, the JWP and the 
1 are strong in Baloch belt and are mostly supported by 
the Baloch .population Under these conditions ethnic 
contradictions sharpen when these ethnically based parties 
P ay ' he , ethnic card 10 muster political support. Both Baloch 
and Pathan communities have their veritable and de facto 
domains, except Quetta. Quetta city and its surroundings 
have witnessed great urbanization during the last two 


census, c h s although the a an et hnic 

faxes',h« p««. Ev . er ds!m Frt because of .he 

ne.je.' L, in Queue was to sundsti ’ ries of strikes. 

—» ,he 

Second, because oft P bloodshed. 

P r0VinC Vte S mSor suffers of this 

WCre whose activities come to a halt 
an Hne? r SKc tensions flared up. Other than these 
W mmercial and small business men, the Pathans suffered 
most This was because they dominate the business of fim 
and transport, and hence depend on the routes passing 
through Baloch belts for all major transportation to Karachi, 
Sindh, and Punjab. 

The ethnic gap between Baloch and Pathan widened 
in 1991, mostly because of the political elite of the province 
continue to play on the ethnic sentiments of their respective 
supporters. However, later on, the tension was reduced. In 
1992 PMAP joined the government, and was offered 
ministries in the Jamali cabinet,. Things appeared quite 
normal after. 
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A Mi g rati0 „ after Mi gra ^„ p,er ^ 



Balochistan, PakiT, ^ farri tr 't’esmen from a r 
fr 7 Poetical shifts 'TJ? h ° n * of ,he major ch^f aniS,an ( ° 
collapse of Soviet sun S ^ anistan on Balochkf ^ es resu,| ing 
by 0 PP os ite 

tribesmen followin * 0re ^ an nine th n 3S rep ^ ace d 

Khair Bakhsh Marri ,o B a 7’V ack ° ftfl eir"chief N ^' 
Province thpv u BaI ochistan r*nr Nawa b 

£*, op is the , ,b f a?| ,S S med and enlre nched tribal 
BaIochistan. 3,1 ,nb « ,n sparsely popu^ 

vicinities ofzLaTdistricUo LTton^f c S,retChing from 
area near Sind and Punjab thevhZl. ° f Sui and Kas moor 
mountain terrains of BalochkV Stra ' eglcall >' important 
transportation are still withn * ° where means of 
Despi.e the m,„ fore 2“'* «f ~s»hr ,„>* 

2% male education Thev com? f ° Ped with a,most 

of chief (Sardart tn u Under an entrenched control 
allenianrp ru rj w ^ose cen tra lized command they pay 
allegiance. The fidelity to Sardar is incumbent upon ail 

and pTace ” m0b ‘ ,,Zmg SUpport over an V tribal issue in war 

The migration to Afghanistan for larger number, as 
recalls a gray-haired Marri, though happened after 1980 
however, it actually began in 1974 following the military 
operation by Pakistan army against the Marri tribes for 
alleged insurgency. The military action followed the Lesbela 
and Tandoori incidents where Marri tribes attacked the 
Frontier Corps (FC)’s garrisons/convoys. "I belong to the first 
band of those who fled to Afghanistan." he said. "I covered 
all the journey on foot and by the time 1 crossed border to 
Afghanistan, my shoes were worn out and feet bleeding. Few 


. ,-er I was joined by other tribesmen, including some 
nl ° nt ^/ S family members". The migration to him, continued for 
of*# ar ^ accelerated after Nawab Khair Bakhsh 
neXt - decided to live in exile. Khair Bakhsh Marri, the chief 
^• an d a veteran participant in Baloch politics who 
01 , towards leftism, opted out of Pakistan for self-exile^ 
jean h was amon g those who awaited the Hyderabad 

^ Piracy trail decision in Hyderabad prison. He was 
CC lLsed from Hyderabad jail in January 1978. In 1978, he 
re ceeded to London and lived there until 1981. After he 
pr °. in ex iie in Moscow and Kabul, mostly in Kabul, and did 
^ return to Pakistan until June 1992. "His tribesmen 
flowed him" retorted another Marri from Afghanistan, "It 
J a s ultimately his ruling choice, conveyed to us through his 
lieutenants, that mobilized us to migrate to Afghanistan in 
j 98 l onward. like many, some of our family men were 
already there. "Unlike those who fled in 1970s, they met least 
resistance from either side's border militias. According to him, 
he moved to Quandar first, later on, he was transported to 
Helmand province where he joined newly raised inhibitory of 
Marris from Pakistan. 

In Afghanistan, they lived in two provinces: Qandahar 
and Helmand. The number of those residing in Helmand was, 
however, much larger. They lived in a desert plain area of 
Kalla Kona village at five miles distance from city without 
electricity that, a young Marri justified, could have comforted 
their stay in small houses in hot summer. "It was possible, and 
we were assured by the Karmal and Najibullah government 
men, but ravages of civil war made it impossible. Even the 
city of Helmand, Laskar Gah remained in darkness for days 
following a major raid by anti-revolutionary forces on power 
installations." said he. He, nevertheless, recalled the 
generator-run tube-lights of a nearby garrison occupied by 
Soviet troops to defend the capital city Lasker Gah and 
Helmand city from Mujahiddins' counterattacks, which were 
frequent. Majority of Soviet army men, he saw in Helmand 


Scanned with CamScanner 




















54 


55 


and Nemruz provinces were vn..n« . 

°!f“ rs wi,en asked srs by r ^ 

tno,v « no, , 8 ,i„ s , “-4 

received threat from Mujahiddins nr h u ^ y We n °> 
engaged in any resistance activitieL fo them ■» n ° l 
many nodded, they fearod th* • nem> however as 
received tae& ta,' ^ 2 

Everyone received 1500 Afghani ^ overnme nt agencies 

camp commanders plus i^ar mf ”*5 
Those who lived in Qandahaf had th i^ med ' Cal aids - 

life, with the only differenc e o r ' S '"” lar ex P erie "‘es of 
freedom for job opportunities in nZ T* ' hreatS and ,ess 
facer responsible for majority. sh* t " 0 £5 ^ 8 

'he command of Slier MohTmmad^M' tnb . eSnien were und er 
Shero and Hazar Khan BinSl?^, Marn ’ known as General 
Shero died on May II 1993 in^nri' ' Cas,e of Mam ')- General 
Pakistan and was bur ed a^hk h S b ° dy W3S flown t0 

& 1 “^ -"bS 

fcm - **" 

zt: Tzh T i •zzzsr.sz 
;; 

Nauabs polices during his stay in Kabul that alienated much 
the Mams interests. To him, Nawab's policies ignored 
Mams genuine interests. Also, he negated the growing role 
f Nawabs influence in future politics of Marri tribes as his 
sub-caste tribe, Bajrani outnumbers Nawab's Ghazini 

returned m R ' 'eh not .0 big numbers in Qandahar, had 
p‘“™ ed Pak,s,an dunn 8 the last days of Najib's rule 
S' ng seemed changed with the growing discontent of 
Soviets position in Afghanistan. 

in Af i, The fal1 of Na -i' b slaked lhe future of Marri tribesmen 
Afghanistan, particularly Khair Bakhsh's family and body 



was st>" a ' d ot herwise the things Hikmatyar's men 

**" "' "How-er, i, was “' f " ccs ^porting 

miserable- » They feared otner . was 

""“S'iCS. ££»». a» 

those in He,mand ’'" 'n 0 Afghanistan, had received the 
joined them m ^ through Zaranj routes in 

signal for return w. boU * *J hj t J The journeys through 
Nimruz province to Baloch.st ^ attac k threats 

SS&2r.‘s^?=rs 

were safe. Their return to Pakistan, as many believe, mig 
not be an easy choice as many had supposedly turned over a 
new leaf under the group solidarity in Afghanistan, though 
they were left with little choice under the circumstances they 
left. They were engaged in petty labor jobs, cattle-raising and 
land cultivation. Many of their children had tarted going to 
local schools. According to one source, a nearabout 300 lads 
during Karmal regime period were flown to Moscow with 
thousands of other Afghan children conscripted for education 
there, they are still there. 

They have returned Pakistan leaving, less or more, all 
of their property behind. They all are temporarily sheltered in 
camps in the plain bed of mountain Chiltan, four miles in 
south-east of Quetta. They seem to have absorbed many 
cultural norms of the areas they spent the past years Now 
m c,n i" Pushto, tl,sir children havino 

iSan-' 7 : 7 communicate""^ 

■ ^ ^t it is not clf^t* u/ivit in i__• _ 

arrangements by government 


. . - vw..„„ U ui Laie in 

«t is not clear what will be the future 
their leaders for their 


and 
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Chapter 13 

Minorities in Balocfiistan 

Baiochistan contains a larger number of minority 
onnulation which, in many anthropologists/sociologists 
analysis not only stands a peculiarity of the minority division 
bul a symbol of minority population status quo in an 
ideological state. Though there has appeared a threat to the 
religous freedom of some, nevertheless, they have enjoyed 
nl0 re socio-cultural assimilation and political rights. 
According to the census report 1981, in Baiochistan, the 
minorities' division was following. There were Christians 
29,000, Hindus 27,000, Qadiyanis/Ahemides 6,000, Parsee 
4,000, Sikhs 2,000 and Bhahi 700. The, nonetheless, like the 
rest of population, has been increased during the past decade. 
Constituting 5 % of the the total population, and 20% of 
Quetta, the capital city, population, the minorities in 
Baiochistan have shared an important socio-cultural and 
economic co-existence in the province. They have 3 minority 
seats out of a 43-member Assembly which proportion of 
minority seats wise is higher than any other province. 

Christians and Hindu are the two largest minority 
communities of Baiochistan. Christians, absolute majority of 
them belonging to protestant church, are the urban population 
living in the Quetta, Loralai, and Sibi. Quetta, the capital city 
of Baiochistan contains a major Christian population all over 
and three church areas where every Sunday, one can see 
hundreds of those coming to church prayers from all around. 
The Christians community of Baiochistan, economically is not 
much advanced. Majority of them belong to lower or lower 
middle class without having made any significant 

LirT ”1 ? dC ’ fianCe ° r business ma j or 'ty of them are 
" Cla f belon S ln g to different professions, particularly 
medica! and education. "In the promotion of medical and 
educat, on services in Baiochistan," said a sociologist 
nstians provided enormous services. "In her analysis, a 
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ln schools. Three ,S l Cduca,ion arc drain ?' 0 ^ by d| e 
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£ larger number of nen ] ey . are fractioning before L*- m 
Balochistan graduated fro dvil a " d 

ZT"° rney General o f n pa t k£n , fr t,,U R 0nS Accordin 8 to 
he province was lagging behind T Balochls 'an, "When 

the Christian community ru n cho ok madeqUa,e schooli ng 
"eeds of the people, and enhanced the ^ ^ Cducat| onai 
The community's political interests 1 Cause ° f Nation.” 
minister: Ashraf Johnson from the pdaT by ° ne MPA 
minority seat for Christians A ' he Was elected 

considerable poiiion^nhe Bal ° chistan constitutes a 

Pakistan They b° n g ind Hindu P°P ula "on in 

sociologists, had enLld T° US *° ' he la " d ’ ,0 ma "Y 

minority by their assimilat' * tme Sta ’ US ° f a re,i g'°us 
fahrio if i r assimilation in socio-cultural and economic 

settled f 6 m an ° verwhe| ming ideological state. They are 
■ , m many of urban and rural areas of Balochistan 
particularly in Balochi/Barahvi areas. They speak the native 
anguages, and adapted much to socio-cultural norms of the 
area without developing any gulf in the relationship with the 
local populace. 

At the time of partition, when.sectarian riots ravaged 
the sub-continent, the Hindu population of Balochistan 
remained unharmed, mainly due to two factors. First, the 
major portion of Balochistan native/princely Balochistan 
where majority of Hindus lived, was under the Khan of Kalat, 
the chief ruler of Kalat state, Yar Mohammad Khan, who 
respected indigenousness of the Hindu community. He had 


, n f economic and religious freedom in case they 
assured ' tT continue living in Balochistan Second, a 
decided mutU al relationship between Muslims an 

reciprocity erj , in business encouraged them to 

Kon the idea of migrating to India After the inclusion of 
state in Pakistan, in 1948, the Hindu population enjoyed 
K erv bit of religious and economic freedom and held trade 
nnopoly They live in Queta, Kalat, Sibi, Mustung, Dahdar, 
nuki, Dalbrdin, Chamman, and Gandawa. In Gandawa, a tiny 
vvn and newly raised headquarter of Jhall Magsi district, 
they have a big temple, which is claimed to be the fifth largest 
Hindu temple in sub-continent. They dwell in their own little 
colonies, usually not away from their temples. They belong to 
business class, without any major interest in education and 
government offices. Some of them are wealthy merchants 
owning large jewelry and general stores, but the majority is of 
middle and lower middle class businessmen with their 
shops/stores in the bazaars of various towns. The community 
received a setback to their live and property interests after the 
Ayodhya incident, where in retaliation to Hindu fanatism to 
Babri mosque, many Hindus were killed and temples/houses 
and shops were destroyed in mob violence against them. The 
anti-Hindus riots created serious doubts among the Hindu 
community in Balochistan abut their peaceful co-existence 
with the Muslims that they had enjoyed since 1947 

Mainr t Qad f u aniS u re the th ' rd larsest minorit y in Balochistan. 
Majority of them live in Quetta, though some of them own 

' The P Ahm S edia cT Sett ‘ ed ^ ^ Khuzdar and Loralai. 

Jhe ^ l o o 1 im mn,Unity m Ba ' 0ch,Stan is hi 8hiy educated. 

nth,. • 1 racy amon 8 Ilje community is highest than 
other minorities, thouch there loco • ,• ^ nesi inan 

government offices. IMs after thev ln ^ llnat,on towards 

and thus found less enr y Were dec l ared minority 

The community £ ZZZ^r m 8 ° Venu " e * 

even politics of province " said a ! n f 0vernment afla 'rs and 

•he community member carried higher raT"'’ "“r"' 3 ^ ° f 
nea Higher ranks in nuhtary/civil 
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semces and judiciary." "Now their influence is minimal" 
agreed on he The dommunity has undergone a change ’ 
a p P ! ,u,e ' a sen,or mem ber of the community believes from 
public offices to private business. It is largely because of t|,! 
minority status and resistance to their religious activities bv 
government. "This," he believed, "cannot allow them higher 
ofliccs in government." They, however, arc in number in 
various professions, such as education, health, journalism and 
judiciary'. Many of them are leading advocates in Balochistan 
The commununity members blame the government to show 
religious prejudices against the community through the 
Prohibition of Qadiyniat Ordinance where two sections of 
Pakistan Penal Code were amended and they were prohibited 
from use of word, "Masid" and reciting Azan and building 
minarets. 

The Parsee community in Balochistan, like Hindus, 
constitutes a larger portion of the Parsee population in 
Pakistan. Their ancestors believed to have ipigrated from 
Persia in 19th century to India. They claim that their kith and 
kin live in Bombay and other cities of India, other than many 
in living in Karachi. They are urban people. The bulk of them 
live in Quetta, some families may have settled in few other 
cities of Balochistan. In Quetta, they have a large colony 
where they live under a strong group honogenity with little 
acceptance of structuring relationship outside the community. 
"The Parsees are educated and culturally advanced, said an 
anthropologist," they may not be much inclined to 
Government offices, however, they promote the idea of 
education." Many of the community members from 
Balochistan have held important offices, such as Mr. 
Poonegar, the ex-chief secretary of Balochistan, and Mr. 
Jamshid Markar, the Pakistani ambassador in US. 

The Parsee people are more inclined towards 
business They own properties and shops in important 
localities of Quetta The parsee community shows no interest 
in politics and have remained politically inactive in 


n jnfluenti 3 * 

h011g h Ihey COM 

■ „rities'p°li< ics ’ unity members h government- 
niinoritie F mmuni >' Nawab b j pa tion to 

:i< vis _ n t was ma community financial help 

app0 'Ttheir interests- T J' sour ce of major h" 3 " ^ 

forvvar Relieved to b fatter enjoy e "The 

business bene nc j e rmined rar Quetta. 

revolution in Iran o * parsee merchant ^ ^ censuS 

Iran, and so ours Ba | 0C histan, aCC ^f h f possibility that 

The SiMis m 0 non eV en witn * F The 


..The Sikhs '» D “ 3 C oo“eve» with » "“““f Th e 
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c^nlained'a big number a smaller 

of them migrated to inaia. 

number, settled in Quetta. Ra i 0 chistan is engaged in 

The Bliai community in Bal ° believed to have 
business without much estab *s me" • community in Iran, 
received major financial help from Bah. comm y 
Thev nerceived the revolution a blow to their interests 1 
,”TbS£ .nd trade prefaces .he Bto.. tod enjoyed 
in Iran, suffered their fellows in Balochistan. A large number 
of them migrated from Iran to Balochistan after revolution, 
have secured asylum abroad. Minorities in Balochistan stands 
a symbol of minority population as they have enjoyed more 
socio-political and economic assimilation and religious 
freedom. The religious extremism of some parties might have 
undermined the minority rights of communities, particularly 
over religion as experienced during anti-Hindu riots last year 
or religious resistance to Qadiyanis in past, nonetheless, they 

hn\/P nrrxnrlnr li-inf it rt /n 4 ^ ^ 
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Chapter 14 

i HinduMinof^y 

Ayodhial SMtus n in 1 Balocliistan 

The holocaust io_.be 

Si l» '"'^''"/.te'To'cio-cul.uta 1 and « ono ™‘J* 

^ • model of a have « * »“ k '» 

ideological state, al! ° f a SU .^ d since 1947, In Balochistan 
the status quo they had enjoye^ ^ considerable port.on of 
,he Hindu community, co Accord ing to the 1981 

overall Hindu popuJi^ the Se.gth has increased. They 
census, they were 27 , . ... as they have resided 

arei „di s « r totho land B* ««•"• in 

™So, "he last many S— 

speak the native languages, and have adapted much to ,oc 
cultural norms of area without developing any g< p 
relationship with local populace. One can see their Mundars 
in many towns of Balochistan. At the time of partition, when 
holocausts of sectarian riots ravaged the sub-continent, and 
Hindu massacre in retaliation to Muslims massacre in the 
divided portions of Muslim India, the Hindu population in 
Balochistan escaped destruction. 

The Hindu minority profile in Balochistan was mainly 
due to two factors. First, the major portion of Balochistan, 
native/princely Balochistan where majority of Hindus lived, 
was under the Khan of Kalat, he chief ruler of Kalat state, 
Yar Khan. He believed to have developed a regard for 
indigenousness of Hindu community to the land they had 
lived in, and.wanted them not to migrate to Intlia. They .were 
active in state affairs. Three of his ministers/Diwans includinu 
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tl'c chief Diwan of financial/estates affair, 
them an assurance of economic social and Sho " 

~ tk* decide ,o eo„,i„” l s ,S“e *“*» 
reciprocity of mutual relations!,,n n , Seco "d, 
communities: Muslims and Hindus existed Th" I "’ e ' W 
prosperous in business and thus had L Wer 

abandon any idea of migration to India Ther^ 8 ? 6 "' « 
not very supportive of therefore, they wen 

migration from Balochistan ttfTnff 8 t0 ... Indla The Hindu: 
Pakistan, did no, result Srge A t r S" ^ P " m 01 
state into Pakistan in 1948 Hu» h j lnclusion ofKalat 
religious and economic benefits "nd" at '°" Cnj ° yed 
business. The maioritv of Hi,, i • n , d major tra de 

—.." “*■» 

towns of Balochistan Kaht qv M ‘ !. esides niajor district 
M.d„,,„d nZ": dlin u ;, Ur "”' D “ 

Chanian, Duki and Dal Badin I ^ t<WnS of Gandawa, 
away from their temples. ^ usua y n °t 

n.» S ,»= S °“,f er ',:5 e ln “ dem a 0f "T d ““ a ' i0 " 

Pro.e««e ,„„ mhat ag>in!t ° 

akistan, a threat appeared to the lives and properfies in 

fottz j ,e - ‘ mh,y °i “ "» 

, Vi’ UaS m ° re than common, y expected " The 
country” ,,was claimed as the protest day all over the 
country., crowds of people in many towns and cities 
particularly Quetta, Loralai, Sibi. Noski and Mastung staged 

ZZ7Z" * nd r- — **» ■•» vwszs 

u ere l n ^ lal,a ‘ ,ons - The firs < >° come under attack 
temples, shops and community centers The Hindu 


rb .,„, s m SlKSS 

irV ““Z SdZTrepoccss ,nd ,hose suffered losses 

expensive items, 

report- , Hinc i us temples and houses were attac e 

rep Many of Hindus ' [ ■ an anger ed mob set a house 

an d residents beale ", f fami | y died and many suffered 
I*.'- - begged for not 
injuries. Tl demolish their temples instead, 

ki ; in g the age ncies forces reached to the 

The la w an . , . , iac ] been occurred. The District 

jcene vvlulc muci^ or i^j es tQ resC(je many 0 f Hindu 

adl "Sfothenvise the death tolls might have been higher. 
r e E S those arrested for staging the attack belonged to the 
Amo b _ /it n\ onri Aniamin Shahaba Islam 


^ ASI ^ Similarly, crowds of protesters in Noski, Sibi and 
Mastung districts resulted in killing if many Hindus. "The lavv 
and order situation became so tense that curfew was clamped 
over all three districts for days to avert further destructions of 
Hindus' properties and lives." said an official handout. 
According to one "the situation changed dramatically and 
suddenly with a vow for ravages against Hindus." said a 
political worker, "The rallies comprising thousands of 
participants were out of one's control except government 
interference with a large use of force. But government was 
not prepared at first. The things were taken easily". 

The rages against Hindus, no doubt, sprang from the 
retaliation over the desecration of mosque incident which 
enraged every Muslim's sentiments over fanaticism of all 
those accountable for, and for which hardly anything can 
compensate for. The major persuasions for targeting Hindus' 
installations had religious orientations, but it became rather a 
mob rule which could be diverted anywhere once their 
sentiments were raised and they were mobilized on streets. 
The processions, nonetheless, entailed political persuasions 
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Public attention r e " efl,s froni the relt ment also 

^ntes JU, tr ^ ' he '°" 8 ‘° 

sentiments for ,' Ppearm S more vocal in . fe vern,1 'ent 
opposition to governnT a83 ' nsl Hin dus. TheTu" 8 PUb '' C 

IHroush media 'T ?"' for "““"8 J, 
became more possible. v| o!ence against Hindus 

community in Balochisatan oert^ h* 1 ^ m3de the Hindu 
social coexistence they had ^enin ^ fU ’ Ure peaceful 
community leaders who J yed Smce l947 - T he 

parties not to let them a victim of anguishing c'row^s injure 
security. We have suffered a snddpn ; 


udaiy aisturbed over our future 
secunty. We have suffered a sudden losses in lives and 
p operties without any involvement in the scene. We openly 
condemned any fanatism that led to the desecration of 
mosque in Ayodhia. "They regarded the desecration aberant 
ot secularism in India. 
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Chapter is 

Local Bodies Elections 1992 


Local bodies elections were held in Balochistan n, 
May 7, 1992. While local bodies elections can in no Z h 
compared to national elections, they are nevertheless hichh 
important. A successful candidate is given the mandate of th 
local people on the one hand, and on the other, has access tc 
the administrative machine. In the job, whether wielding clout 
as a members or chairman of councils, or in close contact 
with the \oters, he is in an ideal situation to muster political 
support for future elections. If seen.to be effective, chances 
are that voters will help him the make move to the provincial 
or national assemblies. 


The break up of the local bodies is as follows: 
Municipal Corporation-1; District Council-24;MunicipaI; 
Committees-14; Union Committees-22; Union CounciIs-36. 
The total number of registered voters was 2,753,000 while 
10,635 candidates filed papers to contest on May 7th 
elections. 

In BaIochistan,the tribal vote amounts to a hearty slice 
of the total vote block. Tribalism is entrenched in both Pathan 
and Baloch areas,and the results show how faithful tribals are 
in putting their own man in power. 

Inter-tribe rivalry develops during the election 
campaign and polling days as every' tribal group makes its bid 
to secure more seats. This is particularly true for the District 
Council, an important tier in the hierarchy of local bodies. 
Mobilisation of tribal support for the chairmanship f union 
committees and councils also accounts for tribal feuds in 
many rural areas of Balochistan. 

As was seen in the recent elections, if chieftains or 
men's uroups are to win seats to the local bodies they must be 
assured of their tribes support. For example, the Jam Yousaf 
uroup claimed successes for different local bodies tiers 


lljc District Council in Lasbela district. Similarly, 
ind uding n of Karim Noshewani's, a minister in Jamali cabinet 
they & r0 j n Tehran district by sweeping to victory in the 
did xVC constituencies. Another group, led by chieftain , 
[tiaj° r,ty fyj a g S j the former Interior Minister and later on, 
^K nisU>r of Balochistan, won by a margin in Dolan, and 
Chie jVlagsi districts. A larger number of constituencies in 
Jh^ ^djes tiers followed a tribal division rather than an 
l° ca f ° ne The only cities where ethnic division followed 
edWlC Quetta, Sibi Khuzdar and Hub. Major ethnic tension 
xVefe b U i\t in Quetta, the capital of Balochistan where bitter 
vV ‘ lS . rl valry between Pathan and Baloch had developed. 
edin,C f or the last few years, Quetta has become a cockpit 
thnic politics. There are frequent calls for business and 
° heel jam strikes by the two communities: Baloch and Pathan 
'ver issues in favor or against each other's claims of interests, 
puring the ongoing scene of ethnic rivalry which developed 
0 ver the inclusion of 12 new wards in Quetta Municipal 
Corporation, there resulted a standstill disruption of 
commercial life in Quetta due to continual business and wheel 
jam strikes. The Pakhtoonkwa Milli Awami Party (PMAP) 
protested against the inclusion of new constituencies in 
Quetta Municipal Corporation, for which an election was to 
be held on May 7th. 1992 They said it was an unjustified step 
to raise the number o Baloch councillors against Pathans 
because the population of newly raised wards was 
predominantly Baloch/Brahui. The PMAP claimed that the 
population of these wards was much smaller in size and they 
did not qualify to constitute an separate constituency. In 
Balochistan, no census has taken place since 19 81, therefore, 
any official increase in the size of constituencies was not 
available. 


The major political parties to support the inclusion of 
new ward were Balochistan National Movement (BNM) and 
Jamoohri Watan Party (JWP). The Pakistan National Party 
(PJVP) later joined the stand of these parties, stating that the 
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raising of the 12 new wards would be a necessary to mark th 
increase of population Once they started paying taxes to t| C 
corporation, say the PNP they can automatically have a | arc C 
say in the Corporation affairs by electing councillors from 
their constituencies. 

Due to the growing tension over the issue, which had 
posed a big threat to the law and order situation in Quetta 
Jamali's coalition government not only postponed the 
elections for the Municipal Corporation but canceled all the 
48 wards ot the Corporation A judicial commission had been 
set up to redefine Municipal Corporation seats. Due to the 
ethnic/political tension, the city of Quetta remained under 
curfew for several days. 

The ideological/political support for contestants 
remained strong in the elections. To the contrary of the 
Nawaz Sharif government decision to hold local 'bodies 
election on non-party, basis, political parties were actively 
involved in supporting party minded stalwarts under different 
rubies They were more active in urban cities where political 
parties played an active e role by fetching a ready-made 
support for candidate for District Councils. 

The PMAP and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F), two 
major competitors in the Pathan belt, backed numerous 
candidates for District Councils and Town Committees.lt was 
expected that the JUI would win support form Pathan areas. 
The elections in two of the populated Pushtu speaking 
districts: Zhob and Killa Saifulla, where a tough round of 
polls between the tow was predicted, could not be held 
because of a strike by the clerical and teaching staff there. 
Similarly, elections were postponed in Quetta, Gulistari and 
Pishin district, due to ethnic turmoil. The JUI, unlike PMAP, 
also mobilizes some voters in some of Balochi/Brahui 
speaking districts They included JUI minded Baloch, Pathans 
living in Baloch areas, and Afghan refugees camped in 
different Baloch areas The Afghan refugees, the majority of 
whom carry' national identity cards, came out to support the 


nlitical group i Balochist , J 990 national 

# eak . I provincial legislature durmg se ems 

in ! iVormed well in ™ ^J BNM , 

.-'SiTk toh belt .nd Quell. city 
Bid , '* V : £ own candidates and those who had tribal 
favoured h bodies elections. tncludin S the Mayo 

Junicipal Corporation The JWP was active in 
Quetta rrij^ for cand j d ates, however, at a stage of 

l8UnC ectln procedure it opposed the Jamah government s 
the 6 c nolicies. Running into the last days o the election it 
eleCt 'nded the postponement of local bodies elections because 
r* ible riggings in many constituencies in Sibi and Nasir 
°h P d districts The JWP joined with the BNM and Baloch 
indents Organization (BSO) to demand the inclusion of 12 
e w wards and immediate election of Quetta Municipal 
Corporation. They called for observing a wheel jam strike in 
Quetta. The PNP, an important group in coalition 
government, also joined the call for a strike. The JWP seems 
to have successfully reactivated its political role in the 
province. 

The PDA and IJI had a role to play in the local bodies 
election. The PDA, besides enjoying fairly good strength of 
voters in Quetta city, held their support in many Sindhi 
speaking constituencies. Its supported candidates did well in 
the May local bodies tiers of Sibi, Bela, Dera Allah Yar and 
Khuzdar districts. The party met a setback when one th its 
veterans, Hamza Bugti, got killed in Dera Bugti district on 
polling day. The IJI is popular in Quetta, Pishin and Loralai 
districts. The party sought support of many kinsmen in local 
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Chapter 16 
A f g han Refugees in Balochistan: 


, 4 \ I fnited States interest shifted out of 

•T'n there appeared to be a winding up of the US led 
Afghamsta • 1 JJJ han refugees residing in Pakistan. All 

a,liCS , a, diS international agencies and Afghan Refugee 
,hC ^sioner olTices sponsoring aid to the Afghan refuge 
C0 ^Sn have gradually reduced their aid programs with a 
j; rt P h a e k ; reduction expected in the near future, that m.ght bnng 

an Cnd Whatcver^circumstances, persuasive or forcible may 
involved in the repatriation of the more than two and halt 


Afghan refugees in Pakistan, one fact, however, 
that to the majority of refugees, repatriation does not 
an easy choice. This is -true particularly of 
where the number of refugees, according to 
constitute nearly half of the overall 


be i 

million 

remains i 
come as 

Balochistan, 
unofficial reports, 
opulation of the province. Those who live in Balochistan 
have been doing so for more than a decade years. They have 
assimilated to their adopted country’s culture, and their 
children have grown up on this land. They are more likely to 
be looking towards a future in Balochistan than in 
Afghanistan. 

After the NWFP, Balochistan received the largest 
influx of refugees from Afghanistan. A large number of 
refugees entering Balochistan during the first years of the war 
settled at refugee camps by means of the rehabilitation 
programmes of the United Nation World Food Program 
(UNWFP), United Nation Development Programme 
(UNDP), United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), United Nation International Children Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF), and western aid supported Afghan Refugee 
Commissioner Office for Balochistan. An even larger number 
however, who did not register for refugees status, never lived 
in the camps, and yet they received aid from international 
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S' r «<a Of A%h„„ socicly and pJZ ??'>»», 
purposes, to live in the cities. for i>u s j ne “ r 

It is difficult [o reckon (lie cxaci .. 

-cfnsees in Balocfaan a, presem. Ir^use „I ° f Af *. 

■ IS s- liven (lie Afghan Refugee Offices lack C ° nscns us 
According io the Afghan Refugee Commissi 
hjghes, number of registered reftgees T B ^ * 
704.168 1992, and they were divided into 6 ^ " ** 

suspected that the real strength of n.n,»» ^ mps -*« i» 
was much higher than figures collectedVe" mf B<,l ° chis,an 
show, fhc greater number of camps are sit /T* oflIces 
areas The refugees in the Baloch/Bara w a^as a e P ' >a,,,ai1 
known as Dari) speaking people from Taj? 

Turkemen tribes. Accordion « n n ir • > K ’ Uzl)a ^ and 
175,000. The government decided to campTe'r) • ^ t0lal 
rcfupcc population in the Baled, area L™ s "‘rf 7 
similarity.of dialect betwoen ,|, c Baloobi and D,n 
More resistance was shown to the refugees in Balocld f 8 
t lan n Pathan areas Major refugee camps in Bal.och areas 
< e hr i Jungle. Poosti, Okar and Amin Abad They include 
however, I ushto speaking rcrugecs. 

The refugee camps in the Patahn areas of Balochistan 
o d bolh Dan atld ,>usllto speaking people. The larger 
number of Pushto speaking people in Balochistan originate 
rom the border tribes of Afghanistan and they include in their 
number, nomads (Powandas) of Afghanistan who were 
accustomed to making seasonal trips into Pakistan, in search 
of grazing pastures for their cattle in spring, and in winter, 
shelter for themselves from the harsh snows of Afghanistan, 
were amongst the first to register in Afghan refugee camps. 

Other than fearing a forcible centralization of their tribe into 
an organized socialist system, or conscription into the army 
by the PDPA regime, they were lured into staying by the 
compensations being offered to Afghan refugees in Pakistan. 

All three classes of Afghans were represented in the 


^ to urban areas such as Kandahar, Gha^ Hira, 


belonged u ^ul The upper or upper middle classes came 
H^ araJ l a n cides particularly Kabul In Balochistan, the 
fro'” ur ‘ Af hans ou( number of the other classes, an 
,ovVCr C either as labourers, soil cultivators and cattle raisers 
working djd • Afghanistan. As with nearly a 

earn work for .e^oney than the local people 

ini' nl ^ r ’ crcate d differences between the two added to 
and * vines they also receive refugee benefits But as was 
•^VSier these benefits have dropped markedly, whereas 
muee used to be given blankets, clothes, shoes, sugar dry- 
3 -n and cooking oil, he now receives only 12 kilograms of 
ml C | anc j few liters of kerosine with a continual decrease 
TTwight cease one day. The middle class Afghans run small 
[vel restaurants and transport business, own fruit and 
mcery stores and sell, among other things, rugs, carpets and 
frms Their influence on the restaurant and tore business in 
both the Baloch and Pathan ares is enormous. 

The largest section o this class lives in Quetta, Zhob, 
Loralai, Chaman, Sibi and Kharan. Many of their family 
members have successfully penetrated into the urban cities of 
Sindh and Punjab where they run small restaurants, tea-stalls 
and over shops. Though they lack education, these people 
have a great deal of business acumen. The upper strata of 
refugees are very few in number. They saw the Saur 
revolution as an immediate reversal of their vested interests. 
Some moved to Quetta, others migrated to the USA, Canada, 
Germany, U.K., after having first secured refugee asylum. 

This group invests in the carpet and restaurant business in 
Quetta and loans money to fellow Afghans in outside 
Balochistan. As is to be expected, the ratio of education is 
much higher amongst people of this class. 

Afghan refugees in Balochistan constitute a large 
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Chapter 17 

Iraqi Refugees in Quetta: 


Quetta 


the cro 




the other myriad problems t tat ( Iraqi refugees 

urbanization^ and ^ding to the United 

posed a dilemma oftrehab." (UNHCR) office >n 

Nations High Commissi for t j ie ir rehabiliation, the 

Quetta, immediately resp ^ d jth the office was 

*°« al unofficial figures 

-ny of them believe to skipped to other cues 
in Pakistan without coming in the notice of prior know.e g 
of immigration and UNHCR authorities. 

The Iraqi refugees, distinguished by their appearance 
and traits, shown up on main boulevards and busy corners ot 
the city strolling with hopes and fears without doing an 
knowing much what fate stores for them. They all claim to 
have begun fleeing purges to the by the Bahtist regime of 
Saddam Hussain, to Iran where they were provided asylum in 
refugee camps. Their movements were limited to the certain 
areas near the camps and were not free to move around. Not 
all of these who fled to Iran, as commonly believed, were 
from Kurdistan, nonetheless, the absolute majority of them 
were Kurds and came form Kurdistan province of Iraq. The 
larger number of those seeking refuge in Iran, as one of the 
Iraqi refugee in Quetta stated, belonged to the middle class of 
society and had some education. The total number of the 
Iraqi refugees in Iran is around 60,000, and none of them was 
wi mg repatriation back to his homeland until the Saddam 
regime is over thrown. 

1989 alWthl'T? ° f Ira u qi reft,fiees to Pakista " becan in 
after they, despite the strict suiweillance by the Iranian 
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authorities, managed to cscan* r 

° f ,rac l' P r °vince of Balochistan's"- C3mP areas ,0 'he to 
cross the borders i„ sidc p "' Se ' sta " H deemed ea ;> 
plainly terrain where „ tl M k an from 'here thm, u r lo 

I* Wbed o, d: h d » l,andr " l0f ^^X ,i! ' 

them across borders in > i ° Wners of conv oy trails ° U d 

W3S not har d to corned contact • 1 ds ° me amounts"'? 
persons across borders" •. ‘ Wltb Parties smueur 

"provided one paid ihf. ’ S3 ' d a m 'ddle aged r-f 8 '" 8 
blew I heir ways ™ ' e ""°«y they demanded ■ 
sometimes, ,„el 

possible Z,°L ny'^Sd 1 ''" , of 

. 

viewing from dis.ance once already in reC he”" 1 Fi '”' 
refugee status in Pakistan by the US and £, V aSSUmed 
supported relief agencies for Afghan r COUn,ries 

d.™ .be snpgor, they 

niiT t'f Pak ‘ S,an based mler national refugee agencies 
particularly the UNHCR, United Nation Developmem 
Programme (UNDP), would arrange for many of them a 
refugee status in Europe and North American countries as 
happened in case of many of educated Afghan families. A 
note! owner in Quetta, with whom many Iraqi refugee 
families rented rooms for last one year, told me that even 
some of families from Irani Kurdistan pretending to Iraqi 
refugees undertook all hardships to reach Pakistan under the 
illusion of securing refugee asylum abroad. Some of the Iraqi 
refugees forcing their way to Pakistan along with their 
Persian speaking spouses they married during their stay in 
Iran also raised an impression of their being Iranians. A large 
number of them on entering Pakistan were arrested by law 
enforcing and immigration authorities and remained behind 


fhe towns 

na ,ed to escape from c«nFeasier to 

authorities, man g (ochistan -Seistan. I ugh vast 

of Iraqi province Pa kistan from th ]s could 

cross the 

was not hard to „ said a middle ageu _ 

/new their ways on bat i id o t ^ q{ ^ route 

sometimes, their n-neuvescans ^ ^ , s 

discomfort of sleepless th.r^ ^ ^ ^ by (he border 

possible that in fear of ™ yi flight a nd left us at fate, 
militia, the smugglers had take at cos t of en route 

•■According t0 a ^ nTthe hands of border militias, 
fatigues and risks they endured at the hands o g First> 

seemed acceptable to these re ugee h assumed 

viewing from distance once a vV e s tern countries 

refueee status in Pakistan by the US and western 
supported relief agencies for Afghan refugees more alluring 
them the support they received in Iran. Second, perceivi g 
belief that Pakistan based international refugee agencies, 
particularly the UNHCR, United Nation Development 
Programme (UNDP), would arrange for many of them a 
refugee status in Europe and North American countries as 
happened in case of many of educated Afghan families. A 
hotel owner in Quetta, with whom many Iraqi refugee 
families rented rooms for last one year, told me that even 
some of families from Irani Kurdistan pretending to Iraqi 
refugees undertook all hardships to reach Pakistan under the 
illusion of securing refugee asylum abroad. Some of the Iraqi 
refugees forcing their way to Pakistan along with their 
Persian speaking spouses they married during their stay in 
Iran also raised an impression of their being Iranians. A large 

number of them on entering Pakistan were arrested by law 
enforcing Jinrl i tyi m i rrrQ t ir\n j _i i i • « 
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where they can rejoin the larger community of their rejoin the 
larger community of their brethren they left. The UNHCR 
office assures a cash of Rs. 5,000 per head and reinstatement 
of refugee status without any action taken against them by the 
Iran government in case they show willingness to proceed 
back o Iran otherwise not much be available in near future as 
the UNHCR is likely to wind its relief programme, actually 
initiated for the Afghan refugees in Pakistan. "This all is 
discouraging and embarrassing to us" said one, "We still 
'prefer to live under the UNHCR mandate than shifting back 
to Iran, the country we once left." They this way, might want 
to keep their options open knowing it is not facile. Whatever 
circumstances they might have in future, the force of Iraqi 
refugees in Quetta stand the problem of rehabilitation at 
• present. Unlike the Afghan refugees, they show less socio¬ 
cultural affinities with the resident population. The language 
gap remain a they lack essential knowledge of English and 
Urdu, and their native tongues. Arabic and Kurdish are 
foreign to a majority of people in Pakistan. Those who have 
learnt Persian speaking people in Quetta. They stand financial 
hardships with the amount they receive in a expensive city 
like Quetta is, even to raise basic necessities of life. Many of 
the families staged protests in past months in front of the 
main UNHCR office for a raise in refugee allowances or send 
them abroad. They are force to live in Quetta and under the 
UNHCR mandate are not allowed to accept any job or run 
business, other than the act that not much is left for them in a 
city already haunted by huge crowds of Afghan refuges, 
causing many economic and social hardships for local 
population However, if they are allowed job opportunities, at 
least it can keep majority of the male population doing 
something than remaining idle whole of time. 

In case of any suspension of financial support for the 
Iraqi refugees by the UNHCR, they will lose a tailor-made 
support to keep the pot boiling and may be prone to many 
social pitfalls. The government to Pakistan, not financing any 
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business, other than the act that not much is left for them in a 
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causing many economic and social hardships for oca 
population. However, if they are allowed job opportunities, at 
least it can keep majority of the male population doing 
something than remaining idle whole of time. 

In case of any suspension of financial support for the 
Iraqi refugees by the UNHCR, they will lose a tailor-made 
support to keep the pot boiling and may be prone to many 
social pitfalls. The government to Pakistan, not financing any 
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relief programme for the Iraqi refugees, mostly allow*, 
to stay in because of the UNHCR directives How* ' ht ^ 
presence, in case the withdraw their support mil?’ the ir 
them dependent on government for fulfilling malce 
reqinremems of life without any possible repatriation"?^ 
UNHCR being not very supportive of their demanrl ^ 
concessions lest no more Iran based Iraqi refogees S * 
•her foot steps is still concerned with some of Sr h W 
problems, particularly education of their childr* ' C 
uiidirec^ed life of their youths. Recently in QuS ? 

Uj HCR opened an elementary school for the educiti* ^ 
raqi children with some expenses shared by' 0 thf 

“r.;! rs " niz,,io "- >nd "°'" ns '» 



Chapter 18 


Zikris in Balochistan 


. £* tJ'jg leading 

Tte zikri question has ^Ubiltod enormous 

issues burins - 

Tsed .gains' the common,ty area s where Zikn 

followed street processions in Y order situation 

opuiation exists, rekuhmg ^ aB , ins , the Ztkn 

for the administration Demand by , he government 

that they he deeiared • re'tS , is co „tr.ry to the 

as t „ey folio.' •,i 8 'There y^-e many eases of vtolenee 
fundamentals of Islai ■ property was made, 

against Zikris where a loss t ° t P of P the issue which fanned 

Counting the pros and consot u wcre ma inly 

the controversy, religious Pftical foc^ors wer^^ 

accountable for the °PP° . vement which began 

associates themselves with e ivi ]5Q4 ) a ren own 

i/iQ'j hv Sved Mohammad Jonen (I44 j> - )•> . 

L cSrismatScholar who traveled in di fferent pans of As,a 
and claimed himself a "Mehdi". He betaeved to havei Wt 
thousand followers all over he travelled. Orte of them 
Mullah Mohammad who travelled from Arabia to Mekranand 
founded Zikri movement. Mullah Mohammad 
accompanied by many of his followers and family members 
whose shrines are in Turbat and coastal areas around. Alter 
the death of Mullah Mohammad, pne of his disciples, Mian 
Abdulla, strengthened the movement by inducing his thought 
amongst people of the area. 

Since the focus of Zikri way of worship was on 
"Zikr" (reciting), therefore, they came to be known as Zikris. 
The Zikri community lives in different parts of coastal area, 
such as Pasni, Gowadar, Omara and Jewani, nonetheless. 
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COasta > tow n r a m,8rabn 8from Me 0 { 000 ‘n S55fr H 

P Ki ;"° l >'p'>99 °Ko? 1 , Turb>t is 

Each Vear 7 .. : K °H Murad" /v,, enter of 7;i • ther 

a da? knS ^ .N ov er <h ' '** 

- on ?,;» 

J° ln S Zikr, however a Ramazan where whole S [ e8ati °n of 
M , Urad can be Tn ad ; aCC ° rdin S‘cone,^ i r n,sht ia spent 

reb 8ious si g nif lcan d f any time in a yea 8 T ‘ ma8 f to K°h 

chosen plat, t for Zikri s as it hoJ! he place has 
“““ ° f ^ul.r prayers ™ 2ikr »»»■ The, 

one person, usually the Mullah 7 , ^ at in circles where 
from Quran with a praise to r h T IOr Z ' kn ’ leads the Zikr 

highlights the greatness of Coh V The Zikr ™*ly 
separate gatherings of ZiJ Femal^ 65 ^ females have 
active. They believe in O , 1 part,clpa,io " in Zikr is 

and fmality of p op he"Muhl aS w °" ly gUide f ° r mankind 

believe that ”m 3 It 7^ PMCe be Upon him ). *»" 
day of judgment, wii, ap^ 0 ^^^ 

thoueh thev® d ° n,t f3St ^ the m0nth of R ~n, 

fast 1 o y i SPen t d r° St ° f " me m d ° ing Zikr The y ^her 
tast for 10 days before Eid Azha (sacrifice). Similarly, they 

aont pilgrim to Mecca like common Muslims, and make 

annual pilgrim to Koh Murad. Zikries are predominantly 

business oriented and have rich business standing in Mekran 

and other coastal areas with licenses of import and export. 

The coastal areas rich for smuggling items from Gulf 

countries to local markets have raised their business profile. 



They 0 wn launches and markets and hold important business 

inthCa Th a e ratio of education amongst Zikris, particularly 
, 7 is negligible. They are less inclined towards 
fem ’ ' services a factor responsible for not having any 

^^participation in public offices. The young generation 
notable part P ^ educatjonist t0 | d , are more inclined 

towards education. Many of them have travelled to Karach. 
and have got admission in colleges and university. 

The resistance to Zikris involves religious factor 
where JUI was more active, especially during their 
participation in go— The opposition to Zihns ac-y 
began during Nawab Bugti government 1988-90 where JUi 
was a strong coalition partner. Counting the religious ground 
that they follow a different approach to Islam that violates its 
sacredness, the JUI labels them non-Muslim. The Nawabs 
got, however, ignored the JUI stunt and stopped them from 
any street mobilization that could pose a threat to their lives 
and property. The stunt against Zikries entails political 
orientation where JUI interests can be served after they are 
declared a minority. 

The JUI which was traditionally a weak political party 
in Mekran division, gained political support in 1988 elections. 
The Zikris voted in all against JUI candidates. The JUI 
blamed them for financing opposite parties candidates in all 
elections, including the Local bodies elections. Zikries voted 
for the Pakistan National Party (PNP) candidate. Similarly, in 
1990, PNP candidate, from Mekran constituency was 
supported by Zikries. The JUI leadership is believed to have 
been embarrassed by the active participation of Zikries 
against the party in all elections. The young Zikries are 
supporting Balochistan National Movement (BNM) and 
Baloch Students Organization (BSO). A fact, however, 
remains that Zikries show little interest in politics. The 
Zikries' support for these parties, nevertheless, comes mostly 
because of the policies of PNP and BNM/BSO which support 
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Chapter 19 

ici „a,in g Border Town «f 


Balochistan 

many of Fok a J d P n0 more with air P° n mou ntain 

range abov ring down slowly ' n egn | asb y vines, 

IrL^siretched grapes o^ ^ only visibi fUy g 

mist in winter is «• 

Aviation Control tower,” vehicle to reach one 

It is a few minutes Q f Balochistan, Zhob. 

Of .he oldes, end ™ lid d 8 «e» (PATA) 

Zhob is a provincially tnbal { ^ Quetw at road distance of 
cum district in t e n Afghanistan province of 

333 k ms. It is flanked in the west oy y Qamar . din _Karaz, 

- ifK rS" r The road links to NWFP are 

through Waziristan and Dana Shar. The Dana S1 J ar * 

not open to traffic during rainy seasons as it becomes 
impassable due to its worse conditions. Traffic even S 

Waziristan is restricted under a situation where tribal enmity 
among tribes, mostly between Mandokhels and Suhmankhels 
tribes.erupts and leads to armed clashes closer to the areas 
where road passes. 

Zhob, in older days, was a small village called 
"Apozai" named after an ancient tribe. Not much is known 
about the early history of Zhob, however, it is believed to be 
under the control of Yousifzaies chieftains during the Mughal 
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bcCI "“ 'h= lomiLTi* •**£5*“ s “««5 
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h and r,S iT'°' 'mZy^i 

Quetta, Cha^i and sv a ” a ^ enc y like nil le British 
® ri “ sl ‘ B alocl,i sl a n in *g r °'"M ,be »f 

Sandeman, named aft J 6 ,s na, «e was rh * Cltles of 

t0 Governor Ge ne ^ erS r° beit ^ 2? p °n 

aild John Jacob of SLd" C . hlstan Sandenian 

control in RalnM • . d ’ P ayed a front role in • Na P'er 

r - dCSSss, zS in r 

al! along the valleyu r™„ *' ,h T“ "« r "«»»« 

a " do s^S s “ fZbob,re 

Balochistan standard! ft® H Si'™"' none,hele «. from 

according to the 1981 census was 60 000 ho P ° PU,ation ’ 
increased like manv cities n f r,i u- llowever ’ « has 

great number ^ " ,e influx of * 

areac Th P 71 1 • ^ . e “ J S ee s and their settlement in the 

area . The Zhob city ,s stretched over four square k J1 

an elevation of 4,790 fts above sea level where blowing of 
strong winds in winter, natives call it "Siberian winds" often 
drop minimum temperature to Zero. Winters are usually dry 
and windy with no much rain or snow. Summers are cool 
with average rain of 17 inches per season during the 
monsoon. 

During the British days, Zhob was raised as a garrison 
town like other towns in Balochistan, a factor responsible for 
its rail and road development, like other towns in Balochistan 
and NVVFP to support their Forward Policy. The narrow 
Rk gauged rail track which linked Zhob with Quetta and 
Chamman was abandoned by Pakistan Railways in 1985. The 
Zhob cantonment where now a full-fledged army brigade 
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• .fleet of the Royal ^ 

S- ^£S***.*s. 

Mnio""*"! ” le „ S reminds a visdoMhe home | an d for 
broke” , , hollsa „ds miles b< is 0 f Major 

officers who Raj. one of the was killed 

the e'evahon f . sh poIjtjca , Agen t of Zho ' uS out law of 
Khan The P* K “ *“",„Tb ri.ish adminislrauon 

zliob who posed 3 m a J° r kil(e j many British ofliCL '^ a 
• 7hnb and Loralai. He k Khan, on whose 

If, moons, and ' “Indian move bases on. was 

Eeroic life a PTV serial and an Jna ^ harassed 

y iC \ * Hetad dereToped biller boslilily lo British, 
rich/cruel pcop rr* bravery 

was raised in 1890 The ZM's. now he part of 
Balochistan Frontier Corps, centenary was celebrated 
1990. The mess, situated on a hillock, makes inside a number 
of historical records ofZM and souvenirs with many of hand 
made portraits of its officers killed in action since 1947, a 
tribute to their courageous. An album contains .the photos 
and autographs of civil and military' VIPs who visited Zhob 
on an official of shooting trips. 

The castle or PA House is the largest architecture 
built on the hillock which splendor, according to the 
Balochistan government reports, is next to the Governor 
House in Quetta. This Victorian style castle contains, less or 
more, 20 rooms with a big spacious ball having wooden floor. 

Which was once the important dancing and social gathering 
cornei 01 the British officers and their spouses in Zhob "Wp 
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keeper, "come f aj0rity of shoppers" saidT"’ 8 ar ° Und f mm 
and go back" HaV SUrr ° Undin g villa ges ,^7 haired s S- 
Zhob bazaar r S Spacious streetfLn V and se »>m 
-any -s desig^ the 

from local made hand n. * C necessitie s to buy It ^n ' 
Poods, blankets, Iranian d!y (hu^and' 611 eleCtronic i,e ms,^n 
on open show but in u^de^J for »'e not 

oo^ers, and like manv £ - Zhob ,s sit “ated on 

smuggling across borders is freauT 1 '° W u m Balochis tan, 
Zhob. "Goods including armsT h ' * 1 "* FC «>«5ce ai 
borders in Afghanistan and wl dumped ln Vll,a ges across 
they are smuggledIn bv ,hoT ° PPOrtUnities exist, 
affluentials" Both sides of h! ° T" professional ®d 
buildings with balconies from S 

partition hfe , M f any 0f them were constructed before 
part ton In the end of main bazaar, there are two markets, 

William Fruit and Vegetable, and William Meat Market" 
named after the British Political Agent, Grant Brut William. 
Hie famous timber market of Zhob is in the end of city. The 
timber business existed even before the partition of sub¬ 
continent. Timbers were brought, as it is still existing, from 
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, tf) different parts 
• n and were transpo c ^ ^ contractor 

^rf:;rSures - ■«. 

ISST- *55.1Z gallon. The 

)iave been adopted to pr ‘ lack advancement .0 

schools have ex'Ste ’ of zho b Grammar School is a 
educations. The fou ® ti on of education in Zhob area. 

rXmi own computer ,b where — 

Acco^ngToTToHege^lecturer at Zhob *he af Qj 
behind in education, the Grammar school and a Girls College 
under construction will raise the cause of education in large 
.He belived that area was left behind in education because ot 
the conservative values that withstood modern education, 
particularly in case of females, however, a change is in offing. 
The parents have realized sending their children to schools " 
Zhob is an interesting place to visit. It remains a place 
of trill and excitment for majority of the incoming visitors 
from outside. The life style of city which has undergone 
changes with time, still has a lot of mixture of urban versus 
rural and city ver village 
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have seen a caXnX n0W ' ns lnuch abour rh ■ 
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or without a pe,m,n en , home T 'p~* nd ; "wot w, ndttt 
•he.r nomadic life through Jut 5 ^ famous for 

originated in Afghanistan, la, eron Z l ^ Po ^nda s 
of clans adapated their mi cra tions whhinf ' ransac,ion , many 
since 1947 , are common in AfohT ' S ‘ an The y b °<h 
I've under permanent migration OoiTJm 3 ^ Pakis,an The 
winter, and from warm to cold areJ, d l ° Warm areas in 
number of Powandas population J notTeT °“ a 
census exists that can reveal their Y u b known as no 
some surveys show, it ranges from 250 ^ 00 mTooooo'^heir 
nun, „ ,s believed ,o have increased rapid,, X aS 
revouiron ,978 whlch forc!d , Iar8e P „ c ' on of "f» 

population, including nomad tribes who feared the forcible 
conscription by the PDPA regime into Afghan militia, fled the 
country for refugee status in Pakistan. According to the 
Pakistan census commission report, there are two kinds of 
nomads: Afghan and Pakistani nomads. Nonetheless, because 
of the deep cultural-lingual similarities between the two, it is 
hard to distinguish between the two. They wear a similarlike 
dresses and speak a common language without any significant 
difference of dialect. According to another survey, majority 
of nomads, actually belonging to Afghanistan, claim Pakistani 
based Powandas because of fear of law and order agencies. 

Powandas lead a different but a tough life-style which 
to many anthropologists, is adapted to support the amenities 
of life they are immured in. They travel long journeys during 



, , - The c,m«IVn,uto »nyin 

“S”. £»» child,eo ' "aid. pXX He b, ” sged 

provide a berrant to ride, said a Afghanistan 

xsxx* t :t 2: m cov.X«* 

£ shaiW" I" Si " d , an s cSnihS UP hi. wrinkled f » retea ? 

hi! wi " 

tolerant of extreme harshness disturb ed by cold winters 
summer, though '^"by extremeness of 

than hot summers, P awfo| ^ ^ jn tents dur i ng 

s Tm a me e : ir;a!ra: n eas and during winter m** a*tude 

IhTdurilg Sin d gofrtie shortage of pasture due to 

snows threatens cattle-raising, and they move to summer 
habitats in Punjab, Sind and even NWFP with a possibility of 
plenty of pasture to graze our cattle. "We pitch our camps 
near water-sources, preferably a canal or stream," said 
another Powanda. 

Powandas migration was commonly observed in 
India, Iran and central Asian states. An anthropological 
approach to their life-style shows a variety of norms different 
from other people. Absolute majority of Powandas are 
Pushto speaking, many of them speak or understand Dari (a 
version of Persian) too. They have a strong sense of group 
homogeneity with a little acceptance of relationship outside 
then- clan. Powandas may claim to whatever tribe, as many of 
hem didl,n a bit to get I D or refugee status, the range of 
Powanrfb'f re , C ° 8nition is not be Y°nd third counsinshfp A 

JiT"? r prising 0f uncles ’ and 

from 30 to 70 persons A 3$ ,heir clan chief > range 

clans camp together unde^ Jecurit ^ dif!erent 

circumstances „—.u... . urty or J°bs availability. 
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3 Way jK_ 

«">P Of 

, 0u ‘side clan fanii| y rii»iH ? pp ° s 'te Sev " n ‘h e 

r«^s^"5!r.^ ,o 

-Tr»“cr ’«»"* 

"»"fed o U ,* d f : m c a fe p »»-»"i»sS a 8 °4Vr 

stronger," she , lan ' Particularly’ ^ can be lost if he n 
outsider „ lav *? r on ^ded, « who J h,s wife cIan 

* Wllli,, 8 to ioin "r^ 0Ur 8irls. 



outsider nia y no/i?" 1 wll ° will m , C| an is 

a„ impo ',^' ® ,0 *« “TSTI 8 * fe 

owanda women sturH corn P°nent 0 f p 0Wa P , Feni ales 
house-work th^ ^ anc * tou gh. BesiHp a ° da Soc > e ty. 
water. They f ac * y graze outside h^" 8 ”***« 

a" fronts of |^e" ^ r the !° U ® hness °f life support^- '° ads * 
encounter between^acoifs'and LeV> 0fllCer ’ durin 8 ^rmed 

Smd border, after the dacoits attaT^lf "* Bal °chistan- 
one night, females showed an 2?? Powandas «m ps 
attack. The encounter left two p^' 3 *J oura S e ^reversing 
woman with an old style ride in ° Wa " das ^ead, including a 
caulties were on other side b ‘°° d - dyed hands > f °”r 

Years Thn^ 8 ^ “*• T™* in y ° Uns a8es from 14 to 18 
in dree "® d Vlr 8 ms are distinct from once change 

dress wearing. They always white "shalwar". A "khaP 
small tattoo is put on her face after she is engaged. Before 
marriage, she is under a restriction not to speak with his 
fiance or take his name in public. It is an occasion of great 
jubilation for Powandas when a marriage takes place. The 
girls, dancing in circles and singing ballads and songs, appear 
a show hopping on and off to a stranger from distance. 

The Powandas lack any literacy or familiarity with 
growing modernity of life. The literacy rate among Powandas 
is zero. They may travel in different corners, yet imbibe less 


can ch ange their morns of life. "Econom.c and social 
‘ r1 ification," agreed on sociologist, "can their Povvanda 
S , » The number of Powandas, during the last many 

des has been dramatically reduced. Many tribes in 
Afghanistan, abode of Powandas, and Pakistan have ceased 
migration by settling down in different towns, where now 
they are engaged in farm and trade business. Many leading 
Pathan tribes in Balochistan and NWFP, such as, Nasir, 
Kundi, Noorzais, Marwat and Niazi were, centuries back, 
Powandas. Those who have made enough earning by hard- 
labor as daily wager or sheep raiser, as majority of Powandas 
do after they migrate to different cities, and have bought any 
immovable property, a gradual change in their life-style 
started. This is experienced during last decade after thousands 
of Powandas given Afghan refugee benefits and were 
restricted not to migrate. They were less inclined to migrate 
and supported a settled life in mud-made houses. Their 
children now go to local schools/muktabs, and denounce 
themselves as Powandas. If provided fair opportunities of 
education and employment, they may in future be a 
responsible member of regular society, no matter being tamed 
than their Povvanda parents who lacked all basic facilities of 
life a citizen can be entitled to. Powandas lead a different life¬ 
style. The majority of them, being hard-working and haughty 
to all hardship of life are not exposed to settled life. Few of 
them may be exposed to modernity of life, however, they lack 
opportunities to adapt it. Those having gone any economic 
and social stratification show little inclinations to drift from a 
nomad to civic life. 
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1 r ; 8 : Systcn,inBaioch ^ ,cr81 

Provisions 11) of 19 6 R t Provi *°n Orc2 r P< ? d ’ 

the x l Z™* »«e i, „„„ c (««« 

can a PPoint a tribunal on r CPUty Comi ™ssioner/p 0 litic i JU A StlCe 
probe into the facts a h 1F ^ a P alten f presided bv a T u -/^ ent 

Jirga system. Before it | 13 h ’ . tCOmmonas 't was under ^ 
Regulations (FCRst ti eXISted Under the Frontier Cri ^ 
Kstria/A s .„cy,d„,i n i slt ": nt ^ ir “” der,ll »» by "£ 

,n Rmction in the Federal^ A ^ 8 proposals The FCR S 
ffATA). had madslhe ^™“V Ad™n,stored Tribal C 

forming and following its recomn,! a accoun 'able in Ji rga 
'vere aberrant, as under them the A T , h ° Ugh some Fc *s 

Xr 0 f P ™st^ 

r™ ■ * ,,rga ,e 8rilatlons in Balochistan the rv», lv 

Commissioners/Political Agents, could order ,o fa “a 

authorit"" 0 “ m *' ,er 8ive iK TE 

■ T7 '7 3111 C3 ' JC rallmg under lhe Pakistan Penal Code Ii 
included from a periy .hefl case ,o a murder cere. ,h„ul “ 

majonty cases, the forming of Jirga was required where cases 
had importance or involvement of major offenses. In 
Balochistan, as a survey of cases show where the services of 
lrgas were sought by the District Administration Jirgas were 
usually framed in to settle cases of major offense such as 
kidnapping, big theft or murder where the administration 
believed a threat to the law and order situation from. The 
composition of a Jirga was four notables about parties involved 


cn nonetheless, in some cases, the number of Jirga 
Tcould be bigger. "The parties involved might have 
01 , biection regarding a member's impartiality, said a 

rai • ° Magistrate, "however, in most cases, the people 
pistH ct ed ^ jj r g a p UI p 0S e were not objected."Such Jirgas had 
a ppo« n ^tence, and any suggestion/recommendation forwarded 

lem bad a ,e £ al status The District Magistrate, or Sub- 
W ' C i Magistrate, commonly exercising on the behalf- of 
P*. ct Magistrates in non-murder cases, followed the Jirga's 
^ ,S rimendation regarding an offense. "The Jirga could fix 
^ffrent punishments, such as imprisonment, fines, ransom, 
xile for the offender, but not death penalty."said he. To him, 
ynder the Jirga system, the accused could have all punishments 
but not capital one. Jirga could suggest punishment of exile for 
someone guilty of an offense. This was common in 
Baloch/Brauhi area where a person put to exile as to leave his 
area for the rest of his leave or for a certain period defined by 
Jirga. The Jirga could fix penalty for someone of marrying his 
family's girls (daughter/sister) to other tribe's men. This was 
common in Pathan areas as a compensation for aggression, 
mostly in murder cases or tribal rivalry, committed by one side 
against another. 

Jirga can have a non-legal or extra existence to deal with 
an important issue which one way or another threatens the law 
and order situation in an area. Such Jirgas are practiced in 
Balochistan. They are not necessarily only formed by the District 
Magistrate; they may be formed by government. The Jirgas are 
given lega covering if i, reaches a decision/settlement and 

"s -V£ 

ssr :z or peopie ' ^ 

i-fas of'jiSTf Jirgaa To him, if 

“alien have to agree upon it. y government, even then 


Scanned with CamScanner 








in a dispute can request thegwemmem'to fom a inVolvcd 
so that their dispute can haw a 5P „i Jlr S a for t| lem 

<*> ■« - «h* <.«Xrsr„; ■ft*-* -5 

‘hough in many cases they have fail t S ’ J,r8as 
compromise between parties to a disputeTlTnr r"^” 8 an >’ 
IS Strongly rooted. For examole fnii ■ epract,ce of Jirgas 

.. "toSS^S^**,*** 

manv casualties and huge business loss a t, , res “ ltm 8 into 
was framed by the government \ t Y J 8<1 ° m both sides 

^ between 

.ZMro? 'r 

factions ofA a h t'TX Hameedzais and <£22 

factions of Achakzat tnbe m Gulistan area, which has posed a 
major threat to the provincial and federal law and ? order 
enforcing agencies in the province. But it, however failed to 

which 3 COmp . r0 . mise between lbe P arli cs. A settlement is needed 
vvhich. as widely speculated, can better be stipulated by mutual 
arbitration of the tribes concerned through tribal jirgas. The both 

borders' 3 ' 6 ' niP ° nant 8eo ' s,ra,e 8 ic locations near the Afghan 

Jirgas have played its role in many important cases of 

forriw P,n ^ S aCr °l S b0rders where the 8 0v emment option of 
forcible action or bargaining seemed ineffective. It is frequent in 

tnbal disputes in Balochistan where law and order enforcing 

5er 6S , are SitUat '° n When cul P rits ain across the 

border to -Afghanistan. The famous kidnapping of 30 

government officials by a rival tribesmen from the Qamar-din- 


ff rts to 

, n zho b area in 1 "J^ordere in Afghanistan ^ which 

Q^ c \ them back acr °^ ditiona | way of scttl,n ® , nV VFP. J n 

(CC ° societies of Ba.ochtstan an^ of 

func‘ ioncd '"nonetheless, it rema,ned aS from j ir ga background 

® al ° C, |'adjudication "Jirga" as a per. loca ,/ trib aI values va 

r^or £22 

was observed ^ han y ged a cha in of murders followed. 
in,pnS Tetss in cases decided by Jirga. hatred and grievances 
NeVert n he two was mitigated. "Jirgas" according to a lawyer 
between t g more accountab |e to the acceptance of 

011 e n as it involves arbitration by noblemen To him, 
^messes involved in Jirga were usually based on goodwill, and 
cases are tried to decide even when no immediate witness is 
available. The Jirga people can interview a person, believed to be 
a vvitness and does not want to be a witness otherwise, and 
confirm the witness's whereabouts through area people. 
According to the Pakistan Evidence Act, the Jirga provide all 
chance to a witness, and his/her statement has importance. 
However, to an area notable, the Jirga decision is not all based 
on evidence. The opinion of the members of Jirga account more 
Jirga source of settling disputes had. played a role in providing 
justice to people. The system seems in less existence today it 
was replaced with tribunal system, than it was before mostly 

requirements. The important rnlp i 1 • because of its 
influence of members having a respect and ^ T the 

matters, and who believed in settling d ‘ mpart,al,t y in 

8Md *'"** K ofpeoplejo“bg r f J !“" eCtiW 
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Chapter 22 


7- 'ess inclined to , 

"V*mr sHd. s,ln'««« "> 



spent 35 years of service in 1 ' Dlslnct magistrate wh , e 
better to punish them as we I ‘’ ICaS of balochistan ”T h ° 13(1 
of lif'e " To I,in, , “ aV ° Cn ° u S'' to do with oth ^ ar * 
body committing a crim^as™^ 0 " Va ' Ue systci " wherf^ 
ofthem are proLio^Xu ^ ^ «°*Tn? 

code of life. To him , havin 8 any respect J n V 

adaption of Jirga, and wasMger'to t^ , leSS inclincd Umi? 
judicial system. "A form JH rc P | acement with 0 v h f 

mUSt bC enC0U ^ and ^Z^ZT 


pA PER: An Oasis of Literacy 

The PAPER (Pakistan Acade[^havV^evoteTirthJ 
, io n and Research) a PP ear ^ Ba , ocl)istan , the 

... of education W _ nar „ n i»af> nf these literates 


rate of e rate The | arger percentage of these literates 
2 6% ' the urban strata of society and the figures of 
in rural areas are considerably low. Out of many 


lilerateS a ccounting for the lowest literacy rate, the lack of 
^fMent schooling and non-availability of teachers, 
SU rticularly in rural areas where now PAPER focuses on the 
P a ' ovme nt of education, was the major factor for the lowest 
£ of literacy in Balochistan. 

' -ru» DAPPR ' 







areas of the country. It initiated its programme from 
Balochistan where different projects are currently underway 
to raise its cause of the promotion of education in various 
places of the province. The PAPER was organized by a group 
of civil servants and educationists where many others 
supporting the cause of education have joined it. The major 

government, political ' ^™ ^ ^ 

organizations. It was agreed upon the PAPER 6 a 

chain of schools from lower class! 7,1 3 that 3 

those towns/districts of Balochsitan t l ' PP , er be started in 

are negligible. The establishing of r'^ SC10ol,n ° facilities 
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dire need of u 

Muslim Bagh ^ n°°i*" 8 faci,iti es. Thev 
planning to open oTher Q ' la Saif bHah "*hob 

may be r e p-i h : t °°o ,s in ° ,her -nto, e ar p >; 

a A, present, the n p n “‘ °"e of two years . 3reas w hich S 

selected from all over rtf V Pa ' d professi onal laf" facul >y 
offered BPS , 6 £ 8 d ,"*?* ° n open me ?*** 
teaching/research . depend 'ng on their IT The V ar e 
Possible facilitated T Penence The teachers arf 8110 " and 
any charces ccomrn °dation within a nrp • provide d 

administration "Th d protection by the df ^ f h ° ut 

“ U '“ S - major funding sou “° ”f, “ 

ropuiaiion d lhe * loc., 

efficiency .nilSSSn 2 ?'• Sy “” b '““ <"« 
reputaiion and is »S, r I?'*™" 8 mata * Sained 

emphasis on reaching of rhe lafgu'S TnS.h''Ud 

Encli<?h TKa u - ^ ~ mec * Ium °f instruction is 

? e teachmg of Quran j s compulsory from class 1 

ITS -','" ,0 CUrriclm as compulsoiy 
eou nnef 8 - , d3SS 4 A " the Gra ™ar schools are 

lab an Jl'ler 3 C 7rK 6 ' Center ’ SCie " Ce ,ab - a ud,o-v,deo 
’ fiallery and l,brar T Similarly, it is planned that 


,y a parent from 

^SS£'-a , s = 

the demand To him, it, unlike other English- 

Ed0Cat,On rhods opened in major cities of Pakistan, provide 
winced techniques a student needs at lower or middle 
a " a ,Without muc! expenses. The monthly fee for each 
leV * «t is reasonably low and can be afforded by low income 
StU "I pay 200 P er month for my son," said the upper 
P |erk of Kohlu agency office, "but the education he receives is 
like an advanced English medium school." Asked by whether 
this money is not a drain on his monthly income. "Not at all," 
said he. "I am planning to educate my daughter in the school. 
Their future is my future, so what if I spare a 400 per month 
for their future." The expenses paid for required texts and 
uniforms are however other than that paid once a year. "The 
books to the students", said a teacher "are still sold at rebate 
rates. "This is bearable for majority lower and middle class 
people to educate their sons. Since the PAPER Grammar 
School System offers co-education and majority of teachers 
are female, therefore, they fetch a number of girls admissions. 
The female ratio of students in each class in all schools is 
considerably high. To one of the PAPER spokesman, the 
appointment of female teachers, all of them holding Masters' 

BaiofhiTn SubjeCts ’ attracts female admission in Pushto and 

St'S'"? n "« "*>« of Iribalism a re 

8 with a higher sense of male rh*. 
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Balochistan the f enn i ( . . 
beginning and n * a c ec hication jc 
education w"« XL*?* fr 0ni 


education £ -courag^ n ^ ^ 

Baiochis,^^^" said a so c £ 

! 8reed she. According To \t OOS,the ^eauseo?e ri Crin ^ 
census, the female ratio of ti l 8 ° vcrn,1 'em 0 f2"**** 
m n.n.1 areas where Gr/ ^ ‘ S 2A \ this i! ?° Ch < 
another retired edn ♦ • ammar schools fi, n «• S ^ovv j 0/ n 
PAppp educationist from nui .. nct| on. Sim i /o 

PAPrl Pr ° 8ramnie was hopeful ° u s,an and aoJS 
PAPER can do "Th P ™ ! , of ‘he future „ ,Vls t in 

“ d «dv»*e m „, 

throughout his/her csreer . ... a “adern J*"* 

system." said he Tr> i tarts w «h a uon ,, ay n <*d 
are a service of h SUCh afford s are pS. SCh ° ol 'n 8 
eslablishi„™“f a ar"7 T he PAPER J 

go« the then pShTcS A"" ™j»r r 1, f « 
Pioneer of PAPFR cm ,°!r a A gent, Mr Zafar n of 

“™e >■ duriugt^*' * 

enormous sendee to ih? D ' Stnct M agistrat e 111 ° f 
need for a scho" grew ^ ° f «*oo. 

'here was opposition from some^r F”*' none ihelI 5 ‘ C 
interests of fundamentalist political 1 represe nt ed „* 
Consequently, it is planning to oS T '° itS °P a nin g 
in the very remote areas of Bain h f 6 SChools f °r giris 
Gidar with the collaboration of BalnF Surab ’ Wad 

adm,ss n ivzr r orns ^ 500 female students 

™d later gegree le»"!^hS“y o^PA J'™' 

G «™o.r schools complete^The” , 0 JV*”* '™ch«l 
t^holu and Zhob Grammar c h i ,° tb c ass sess ion. The 
ln 1989 and 1990 simultane h< ?° Wh ' Ch Started functioning 
»“de». S for colleH S S,V .: ' rt P ' Wl ““ h«5 

fht° .. Wi " bC 8iven Parity in PAPER?' 5 fr ° m Grammar 
•hey will contain those students ^ Grammar colleges as 
students who passed matriculation 


^ if%&%£!£ r 

t — zzr:^ * 

towa r where people fou no t much 

T Tsh C o»n“ h .t X*“n of education in pas. 
enC 0 L r a ds ,T 1 a n mobilization for the advancement of school 
n0VV ^ ,n Apr PAPER In few years of its existence 
<■" snide* T oP»i„g five schools with sufficient 
"’^learning requirements and others necesstt.es for an 
Upgraded schooling system. 


Scanned with CamScanner 





106 


107 


QXigJer 23 

Handicrafts i„ Balochistan 

»ri s » «*«.. 

are designed in different areas and soldn^'T and needlew Ork 

since old ages without'unSgol'g^nyttndfic and 
advancement. Neither government nor any N GOs h s sho^' 
any major encouragement to support a regula? benefit and 
wage system for those who craft them after big labour and 
concentration. b and 

The handicraft work is common in the rural areas of 
Balochistan, particularly the Baloch/Brahui areas, where 
females having learnt the handicraft skills are actively 
engaged in sewing them to raise a livelihood for their families. 
According to one lady who is running her boutique in Quetta 
and Karachi, and has visited different areas of Bafochistan to 
find business pursuits, "The handicraft skills are ancestral in 
Balochistan having passed from generation to generation. All 
who do it are rural females with more family liabilities." To 
her, embroidering is a part-time job for majority of females 
from that class. They do needlework after they are done with 
managing the affairs of household. Also, the absolute majority 
of those engaged in embroidering are females without or little 
education According to a UN literacy survey in rural areas, 
those who have received education were less inclined to 
learning embroidering. They when interviewed, showed the 
learning of embroidery skills a necessity of choice because of 
not having any education. According to a female, "I wish I 
had enough schooling to avoid this tiresome embroidering. 

T he educated females can earn handsome salary by serving as 

Loot teachers m any girls school." According to the reports 
females in areas with lowest literacy rate, as common in 
‘ al0 chistan. were more inclined to embroidery. They 
belonging to the lower class of society, live under poverty 
and for th«" making money on embroidery skills is a reai 
bonus in life- Females from all age are engaged in doing 
embroidery skills, however, majority of them belong to young 
ag e - She. however, agreed .hat majority of those who were 
eood in embroidering belonged to the middle arte Thev 
fearned the stitch-work when they were young, and had been 
doing it for-years. 

The learning of embroidery is formal for majority of 
thenl as they don't undergo any specific training for that 
nonetheless, it needs special skills to do it properly’ 

According to Gul Bibi, who has been embroidering for the 
last thirty years and is famous for her finest needlework "I 
learned when I was only thirteen. I belonged to a poor family 
and like other girls from our same class, was forced to learn 
the skills to support my family." She is believed to have sewn 
thousands of embroidery works to be sold in market She 
now at the age of forty-three can embroider different designs 
however, because of continual embroidering, her eye-sight 
had become weak, and she found it difficult to carry on the 
work for longer time. "The embroidery involves a lot of eye¬ 
sight work as one has to concentrate all on stitching without 
losing a trace, otherwise it can spoil the work. The important 
thing in needlework is cleanness and sophistication of 
stitching" To her, those doing it regularly for hours, as it is 
common in rural areas, where females spends longer time in 
needlework and doing it in night under a lamp, are prone to 
eye-sight problem," said she. 

The needlework in Balochistan contains different 
designs and techniques It varies from place to place. 

Different areas are famous for a distinct designs of 
needlework. For example, "Kawchik" needlework in Dera 
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Bugti area is different from the rest of Balochistan, and 
females from other areas may not be able to follow that 
designs. It needs special techniques to embroider "Kawchik" 
stitch. The "Kawchik" designs are made on female shawls and 
shirts They are usually crafted on the front part and sleeves 
of a shirt. "Traditionally it was red, purple or blue colour 
needlework on stiffened and starched front part of a formal 
white female shirt, and ankles of a trouser; both shirt and 
trouser in same colour," said Mr. Mushtaq, the owner of the 
famous "Kashmir Crafts" on Jinnah road, Quetta. To him, the 
work was famous all over the sub-continent, and still popular 
all over the country. He, however, to his dismay, claimed that 
the number of those embroidering "Kawchik" is reduced. "It 
needs three week labour to complete one suit." said he. To 
him, now "Kawchik" is not necessarily followed in traditional 
style, but rather people like it more in contrasts. 

Similarly, the needlework in Kalat and Khuzdar areas 
are liked in large. They are known as "Mosham ka". It 
contains all stitch work in different colours, usually red, 
areen, black and gray, on white or yellow colour shirt and 
trousers. It is common on shawls, cushions, table covers, and 
bed sheets; it can be designed on "Saris According to a lady, 
familiar with the "Mosham ka needlework, It can have 
different designs, however, all are handmade with great care. 

It can have use of tiny glass work. "The "Jok" needlework of 
Sibi district is liked all over Balochistan Showing a number 
of garments which had "Jok" embroidery on each of them, 
she said that a number of different colours thin threads were 
used in embroidering of "Jok" work. To her, nonetheless, no 
stitch work is possible without having tracing first. Those 
who embroider are not always responsible for the tracing 
designs; the-designs many, be given by those ordering the 
work. 

The needlework of Muslim Bagh, Gulistan and Zhob, 
Pushto speaking areas, are different. It is, however, less 
expensive and requires less labour, as use of threads in these 


craft n S ' ■ different handicrafts shops in Quetta. 

^ Those who make the handicrafts, nonetheless, have 

. T e d from the art. It is commonly believed that 1 
no‘ bene are pa ,d much be|ow the cost G f the 

and labour put into. The majority of those skilled in 
e ?° rt h belone to rural/tribal areas of Balochistan without any 
Trial education and mobilization in life. They are mostly 
nfined to their houses or then village surroundings without 
C py vocational centers to improve their embroidery skills 
under scientific advancement. They receive orders from 
outside. They are visited by the owners/agents of boutiques 
or craft shops, and ordered different variety of works. After 
they complete the embroidery, they are paid for. 

According to an owner of a .handicraft shop, it is 
usually difficult for boutiques' owners to visit far-flung areas 
of Balochistan. In many cases, the order is passed through 
aged ladies familiar with the art. They from time to time visit 
cities and collects orders from people running industrial 
homes or boutique shops, and bring them back after they are 
done. Those who order, provide them with cloths, threads, 
and even design models. "They are paid after the work is 
done. and commission for persons taking and bringing them 
back." said he. "I have been in this business for the last 14 
years, nonetheless, I have not seen the workers" He 

emSL a 5 mitted ' hat he needed oni y Pieces of 

'I inside aT^T-uTT^^ mUCh fr0m comm ercializing 

'* er ? so,d in expensive 
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Iha U t al !L°workers P, are °^ andicraft He ' no ^theless aK 
market value. "They are lefTS STcJ?" X- ^ 
They are poor and need a f,n an • i ° Ce ° f bareainin 8 
talents"said the owner. financial support for t h e 

beauti Jand^sophTstfcltS deigns''Tv^ ^ ,heir 

designing, sold in expensive boutiques and V " eedlew ° r k 
sale value in national^ ^ 

encouragement is shown by the government or Nrn ’ "° 
promotion of those who actually craft them Th P G ° S ’ ' he 

, h „ av S K ; d in povens md -™a T „X p s 

10 upLfl a meager mcome for their families by m , J g 
> nee broader support by the government and other 
agencies to make it more industrially advanced with regular 
wages and benefits for workers. 


Chapter 24 
Vanishing Juniper Forest 

For the last many-years, there is an ongoing debate 
1 onservation of juniper forest, the second largest in 
°ver the C j the ziarat district of Balochistan. Though no 
the vV ° r ^bjiization has been made to sort the problem out, 
c ofl creie j $ s till a growing reduction in its size, the 
and 1 e however, now seems to have gained national 
c ontf° ve ^ t ’j ona | reC ognition to the problem to stop these 
and in ^ ^ ees p rorn annihilation. 

p reCI ° a Juniper (Joo nuh Purh) is an evergreen shrub/plant 
distinctive berrylike cones or fruits. It may be found in 
WI arts of the world, but not in big forests'except in USA, 
H/T’co Switzerland, and Pakistan. In Pakistan, its forest in 
t valley and surroundings spreads over 125,200 acre 
Jhich to an estimation is not only the second largest, but is 
t h e thickest in the world, though its thickness .has faded due 
to a larger destruction of trees. 

Juniper's botanical name is "Juniperus Excelsa" which 
to a Botanist has different varities though not much difference 
appears to a common man about its varieties. Junipers exist 
from a 3,000 to 10,000 feet altitude, though the ideal height 
for the productivity of juniper is 7,000 to 8,000 with low 
humidity, one of the reasons Ziarat and some other hilly areas 
of Balochistan have suitable climate where junipers can grow 
•The trees on extreme altitude may be in prostrate conditions 
with more vulnerability to decay” said a Botanist. Its growth 
rate, according to an extensive research conducted by the 
Botany Deptt of Baluchistan University, its growth rate is one 
centimeter in eleven years,or in other words, a juniper tree 
adds one feet height in 60 to 80 years. "It is probably the 

tt W nl rate 8r0Wth P,3nt in the wor,d " the re P ort said. Each * 
indica p dUCe i S 3nnUa nngS ‘ n their stems The number of rings 
52 “T f/T -eal the a 6 e of, „ee helping 8 , 

ISt t0 caIcu| ate the age of a juniper tree , 
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challenge^of^^ where in th^ ^ 3 ^w in 

".a, a h Ugc „ umber 

people, particularly the residents of the frel,! CU ‘ off b V 
and construction demands The l nPr ' heir f ^l 

inflammable thus preferred to ™ J P W00d is highly 
During the British rime s tL Den T? n W °° d for «*> use 
an aged native of Ziarat, '"against all' found" 5 Said 

thTgoveLent was lesTresTric'we ^ Pai1iti0na h °^ 

concession. It encouraged cutting oflreesmd b'i^bn^ 
evay year without a check. In 1974, ,o check the growS 

leSf ° fj R Un . ,pe u rS ’ * he Government of Balochistan through 
legislation. Balochistan Regulation Act 1974, banned the us* 

of jumper wood for any purpose. A penalty of one year 
ngoreus imprisonment or 5,000 Rs, or both, was fixed 
against violators. 

Despite all penalization, however, the destruction of 
junipers continued. Two factors have been immediately 
responsible for it. First, in Ziarat and its surroundings, like 
majority of areas in Balochistan, there is no gas systenT. 
People live in extreme poverty without much mobilization in 
life, even in some areas there is no electricity. They are left 
with an easy choice of cutting off branches and trunks if not 
trees for fuel purpose Similarly, majority of them living in 
cottages made of wood and mud have been noticed chopping 
down juniper trees for roof and yard timber. Anybody visiting 
their hamlets in Ziarat valley and lower terrains, can see that a 
lot of wood from*juniper is used for designing their houses. It 


inter when harsh snowy winter makes them 
*flt in * for its us with little check from forest guards. 
ende Liar supervision by forest watchmen is 
” nriO’ n0 ■ Zt the culprits. According to an Assistant 
5 jble aga> Ziarat, "the number of forest watchmen are 
P° SS s^ at ° r ^immobile to cover the whole area effectively 
C ° n s m3 jl an the year." In his opinion, there.is needed a 
t0 °o^ ° Ut for the conservation of juniper areas. He, 
f ^ ara te ^° rC ^ e d a gas s Y stem * n area or at ^ east 
WIS ^ cy |i n der system for village people, lest juniper 
h ,hs id' ized ga c fiiel source is stopped. 


iS ore dept 
<nd. 


si)b s,0 “'~ „ n as fuel source is stopped 

co^rh second factor having posed a damage to juniper 
- "Dowrf Mistlo". This parasite attacks the lower 
is a P araS }fealthy well grown tree and makes it hollow in few 
pad a number of trees, told a District Forest Officer, 
years- p ast years were raised to ground because of the 
"dun n £ n ^ an y experts from Pakistan Forest Institute, 
disease. ^ p a ,* sa J Abad Agricultural University Research 
P esha fo ave conducted extensive research on this parasite, 
^itheless, no remedial measures are found to stem the 
neve Recently a team of the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has allotted a huge amount 
f aid and research expertise for the conservation of junipers 
, n Balochistan. They have been visiting the area to explore 
the possibility of stemming the future destruction. 
The one in Ziarat area are one of the few juniper forests in the 
world, and biggest in Asia. Juniper is a valuable plant which 
has many industrial and chemical implications. Its wood is 
issued in match factories, furniture manufacturing and timber 
purposes. Juniper wood resists decay, therefore, it is useful 
fence making in many western countries. The use of juniper 
for industrial purposes, nevertheless, not much encouraged 
because of its slowest regeneration. Still it is believed that its 
cultivation on broader scale in the areas where its growth is 
possible can meet the industrial demand of wood. 

Its use for many chemical devices being used in 
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Chapter 25 

Crane Migration at Threat 

6 acb ye* 

f< %£'£*>““*‘report by the 

li« bl,, r Lrctl by hunters. Accord 8. ^ Sou ,h and West 

sl ’ 0t |°nd and Water floW t t0 cra nes appears more 

^.Scisss 

“itto^ 

^international w.ldhf= g ^ face a „ ex „„ct,o* 
damage is not stopp , legged, migratory bird 

The crane is a long-ne ’ d h d an d brown, gray 
-•"■“•'Ji:' end tropical 

?! * e on TiMh. continents except South America. 

f ° Un<i in C '" ,r ,1 

Asian and Siberian lakes, and the of 

through Pakistan to warm areas habita 
and other reservoirs around the Indian Ocea 
crane, in zoologists' analyses, is believed to be 5 feet t 
with a wingspan that can measure upto 8 feet, a factor to 
their disadvantage as tit enables them to be easily ensnared 
or targeted by hunters once they reach lower altitudes. 
According to a wildlife survey, three species of cranes 
enter Pakistan during the migratory season between 
September 21 to October 21. They are the common crane 
(Grus Grus), the Demosielle Crane (Grus Vigro) and the 
Siberian crane (Grus LCucogeranus). The first tow kinds, 
migrating in larger numbers, migrate from Central Asian 
habitats, while the third one comes from Siberia. 
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, tt on OUt CM 

from > 985 to 9 °’ 3 /hot and th *j 
eVe ^ning 80 trappe ?i||ed during trapp S zhob area of 

^ls;“-^ !te ” pickedup,rw r 

across the in t he nigh* 

They l Lais in Central Asia and Sib • „ Rainy 

e likely to b. .* "“'“ 12 ; S, where .he hunters are 
and fly closer to find‘he _ used for catching cranes 

waiting for them. T f {he size G f a 

called a "Savya" which is made of iron an stnng is 

minimum necessary to hold down a crane explains a 
seasoned crane hunter. "It needs special training and 
technique to throw a Savya. Not just anyone can do it. . n 
inexperienced trapper could easily hit either himself or us 
partners instead of the bird. I have trapped hundreds of 
cranes during the past many seasons without damaging of 
wounding many cranes. One who often damages a crane 
oil obviously not a good Savya thrower." When the cries 
of the approaching migratory cranes are heard overhead, 
the hunters whistle to the caged tamed cranes to elicit a 
loud response. As the curious cranes fly towards the trap, 
sometimes, as low as 10 feet from the ground, Savyas are 
thrown at them. A skilled thrower can cast a Savya upto 


Bahochistan "and rou, es are 

' hc P'ains and river bed'" '" dUS ' fr °'" where/, 3 W J d,h of 
destination. The crane/ "’ C Pl,n J ab '<> reac ,? ^ 0v <* 
habitats through .1 return (0 their c„ m h ,heir w 'ntcr 

Aprii rZ s \z,;; mc — 

considerable nnmh re Port states that in u to 

S 

and trapping which years main| y because of/ be ° n 

«». "4 i»V “ ,re r v <** SS’ 
;»■'« T4rit 

ini t ^ in Pakis,an ’ 'be cranes abo n nT ,i0n ° f Wildlif e 
unlike , n Pakistan. they face Ii7 Y arShlands aad 
hunters. y race ««*« or no threat f rom 

able to endure unfavourabl/w ^ believed 10 be 
storms very well indeed, though/hey 7 ' he , hardshi P s of 
migration A female crane lays nm m T ^ durin S 
season, which according , 0 zooloL/tsIs ‘ W ° a 
us relatively small n„mh.r g ‘ sts ' 's responsible for 

” ”” A f ™" 

.H=y *' ^ 

.o . cohered by NCCW is biST "”S 


Scanned with CamScanner 









30 feel high Th 

body or "? Sav »a strike, , 1 ,, 

5 '^p»n S “Tpf -t sj- 

<ra Pper-selle r "1 h ’ he co unlry Acco and sel1 'hem in 

P '°P'e from ',he u t Ve n ’ ,de > lo oT: e 10 ™ su 

am oo"'s of money tof '»« to b U y' T '“ s W 

se «on he cra S ne a s that' sIotT^" 8 * 

easier targets f 0r sh flocks of 20 to 200^"^ each 

thanescape £“4^. £££ 

Sons." said ooeTumeA-OM'mghf,'' ?" vi ‘“™ 
pomp-style !ive-,ou„d shot-gun ? ’ Sh0, Sev » »'"> my 

«"* ,he7 £1 f “ - ' ra PP e r,» 
confused and the rattling 0 f th«? ^ barrels ‘he 
Unless stronger steps are taken *** ^ awa > 
might be gone forever k Pr ° tect them > th ey 
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Chapter 26 


Hnubara Bustard: 

The threat to the survival ° f ^“'ghtg’the existence 
J, o' merged in Pa«»" » “ s ?e shooting and 

SS££S disappearanejron, is 

continents of Asia, Af in grassland and light 

,arger number of ^J Asi a and Siberia, from where they 

savanna habitats of C Pakistan , India, Afghanistan and 

migrate to warm habitats Arabian Gulf Its size ranges 

^^rUni^on^er^ 

“ o/;,“ k cSnn d ;:"bT»r «ru. ^s« 

more brightly colored and faster in flight than females. 

Their migration usually start from 15 October o 
November each year through different routes, most of them, 
as wildlife sources indicate, pass through Balochistan where 
vast arid plains and semi-desert of lower Balochistan, Punjab 
and Sind become their favourite winter habitats. According to 
a wildlife survey, if not disturbed by hunters and trappers, 
houbaras stay within a range of 10 to 15 miles area, many of 
them making nests, which is a bare scrape on ground, in the 
habitats they migrate to. They start migrating back to summer 
habitats from 20 February to 20 March, depending on the 
severity of weather. According to a zoological survey, 
houbara bustards may lay eggs, which are rare, during their 
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n, S r ation stav t 

p^'n zZfzrtnr ■ Mh. I”"" 

•Wing P.£r"'^ e«e=fcd an??" *»' 8? 

houbaras fall ^ S '" 'arge. Each 1 aS fl ‘ hreate " .hi 
According to a wSV Shoo,ers ' lust all ^ h ° h usands . * 

ranking government *(hunters), indent? 

IS'? f ° r P“rpose TheleaTof??” 1 ' !l “ oti " 
l,ked for its. red-salty flesh ;* of houbara bustards 

echelons by professional shikare^Tnd"^ P 'T ,ted t0 hi Sh 
dmner parties as a delecacy of shikar nIT a imp0rtant 
hunter once told me " I shot fiftv hrr k * A profess '°nal 

. r H u C Z h ° Sh0t * he houbaras . nonetheless, got paid on 
each of houbara, other then the fact he might have enjoyed 
many benefits from the boss he worked, including protection 
rrom wildlife watchers. Besides shooting himself, he guided 
many high-ranking officials, shooting trips where an equal 
number of houbaras were shot as a shooting interests of 
many. He believed that this encouraged many poor 
indigenous people to net for houbaras and sell them to parties 
at higher rate. According to a poacher, live houbaras can be 
sold, at times, from 2,000 to 5,000. Rs Many rich people buy 
houbaras for their private zoos. They are sold at handsome 
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5&&&sZ2!£t 

i*. fromW hunter with his light-bore ,nfl , d hunte r' 

SS. a* r d 8r °rU‘™re P approacl.uble to 

in many shooters opm. ^ near to a flying houbara 

shooters' range as one „ d throt tling up the speed after 

without fearing them much. The t ^ ^ ^ ^ yards and 

a houbara coming ou ’ . shooter more closer 

,ta open, its wingspan to fly c.'«*«*■ a falco „ 

,0 it" told another houbara shooter. A party carrying 
° make t hem preyed with falcons, but preying with falcons 
has become vety uncommon as falcons have become very 
expensive. "Only Sheiks can afford the price of a falcon tor 
houbara hunting," said a falconer, "Previously many could 
afford it, but after the oil boon in 1973, they cannot." 

"Sheiks have an indigenous taste for houbaras, but 
with falcons," said a falconer who accompanied them on 
many trips. He, nonetheless, revealed the fact, that few of 
Sheiks like to shoot houbara with their expensive England- 
made shot-guns too. "They camp in important zones where 
shooting trips, told a deputy conservator of forests, for other 
people are strictly prohibited." He told that the wildlife 

£“;z',ts„ orde " d from above .« «• 

inililaiv rank lo shorn ' n ' lrres P ectlv e of his civilian or 
A Lit " "" area »*1* for Sheiks, 
nonetheless, , he number of S C °" SiSt ° f fewer Sheiks, 
50 men. The Sheiks drive all theT COm P rise 3 0 to 

a " U ’ e da y ln their vehicles with 
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falconers beside to hum * 

longer. It attacks a i, " f ' Vvlthout lettine it n \ A 8 °°d 
talon over it necks t^i?™ fr ° m s ' de and tn ! h ‘f her 0r 
t0 % longer by ot 'In h ° Ubara - sl ^er 2 «s 

th0 ^ it receives §rappled by fat 

especially trained purposely fo T 1°” W,n ^ s P a n. A f a | c 
houbara longer lest it i s l 0 «. h ° ubara -hunt, does not chj 

brings her"^^^^ 6 ,^ Srappling over i, s chase 

falcons against houbaras," said ,he fa ?° y ^ bmta % of 
mtlhons each year on all this S e 1°^’ " and Spend 
sometimes, 700 hundred thousands r! 7 8 °° d falc °ns, 
organized and mobile for huntine hr, ^ ' The y are well 
range walkie-talkies thatJS ^ * heir hi ® h 
about the whereabouts of anv holl " e another 

"They sweep an are of 30^ 
accompanted a hunting party. "They^i,, an al ag ° 0 ^^ 
50 houbaras a day, majority of them with falcons" 
ometimes, a party may lose a falcon after it chases a houbara 
long way and becomes untraceable for trackers. Each party 

ba$ a horse riders ’ hired from local populace a. 

3,000 to 5,000 Rs. a day, who follow only falcons and 
releases it soon after it attacks a houbara and brings it to 
ground A falcon after hunting a Houbara if not followed in a 
short while, it might devour the houbara by leaving not much 
for hunters taste. A party after hunting in one area moves to 
another area and camp their caravan for another fresh round 
of houbara hunting. "The hunt for houbara, told a houbara 
informer, continues until they are reduced to none." 

The tragedy of houbaras exceeds due to excessive 
shooting/netting, its survival in Pakistan has become at stake. 
Its extinction is now a step short of extinction, and if no 
arrangements are adapted for its survival, and fair possibility 
is that it might vanish from the wildlife scene in the area. 
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Chakor: 


permanent Open 


Season 


a with chakors where t0 prolific 

,'S?„ ,bu,d«nce in ditR1^,® s . the number of 

^v3*free n an<j* 3 undange^ed? C b l ut^ , now^ , ir possible .o 

tZ ,'dM 1 ^^ 

Tben-bj- 

factor, nonetheless, accountable for the tragedy 

shooting. . .. . . 

The Chakor, which zoological name is Alecloris 

Chookar, is a popular, though not common, white flesh 
game-bird. As these birds are now not in big number, 
hunting them is far more of an adventure to sportsmen, 
than other wildfowls e.i., quail, grouse, partridges, 
pheasants. 

Chakors have a purple, gray and red feathers, 
plump bodies and short tails. The male of the species has 
darker colour and a black ring around its neck and more 
red colour which enhances its beauty. Chakors are non- 
migratory birds. Chakors are found in mountain areas not 
below the height of 4,000 feet. In summer they remain on 
high altitude, usually above the height of 8,000. Chakors 

normall"^ 6 h ' Sb altitude - lon 8 distance flights. They 

bedrs :ir ou r in terrains and deep ^ 

which have medium size but not very thick bushes 
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Normally , it flies within a small distance 


not exceedi, 


ling 


half a mile. These birds fly in formations almost 5 t 
feet apart from each other at the height of 40 to 7o f 10 
They fly with a speed of 50 to 60 mph. Flying all 0 T' 
sudden out of a bush, pulling a tight turn at an angle 0 f 
degree, adjacent, straight or right, stands a perfect cl 
pigeon style trill for shooters, commonly, a 12-bore shot' 
gun. 

The excessive shooting of chakors without any 
bag-limit, as with the case of partridges all over the 
country, has greatly threatened the existence of these birds 
almost in all areas where they are found. The shooting 
regulations, with the open season marked from October 15 
to February 15 does not restrict shooters during the other 
days of year. Even during March-April, the chakors 
breeding season, they do not regard as sacrosant. When 
shooting is officially allowed, hunters come in large 
numbers. If a a shooting party has 10 to 15 members, it is 
not likely that a chakor flying out of its hideout will escape 
all shots coming out of barrels. "The largest parties are 
made up of officials and local bigwigs,” said a forest 
officer, "in these gatherings shooting as many chakorsi as 
they can is the common'norm." To him, a party’shot 300 


chakors in two days in a- 

professional hunters and landlords m order to obi,g 

own game, that was arranged too. Men w ^ 

shoot the birds which were A later . SUp P' one professional 
delicacy of "Shiekar meat " | Accord, "J ‘ , oca , landlord. 'I 
hunter who was occas.onally hired by who | ate r 

shot 400 to 500 chakors per seasonfora with thf 

on supplied to the high ranking o _ . y h j s way i»“- 
right partonage, the right contacts can make 


forest area near Ziarat. Many 
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wi 


ithoo* any 


int e 


;r ferenc e 


the 


and r eserV s ed re still c° n, j °i!oUba ra 

sanCt w£ fea | th °sh^ tinS jaU s n and a S r0 ^ e Joh^ d f % 
fr° m .cjmilar'y- , ducks. sa ub |icly p L oa rtrnent 1 

e of > 1 ^ those aj ** 

case j ev^ n *tche r rpserve ipss ^ 

chakors *®'„ easily be st ° d P fine, l't> weV !,’L'come to 

shooter t jiiance and f y ofl lC,a such 

‘, h * left with bis 
^ have 

expeditions for my ^ and sett |e.nent 

SrSofPoach^^e^ 

netting when the birds co possible in 

rlTr°/,Zi: s come ,o water area 


in the areas with scarcity o ’ water area 

^r^SSne^^bicbatsaiso 
common jus. after breeding season however, the 
"poaching of chicks is less preferable," said a poacher, to c* 
grown one as a chick is not sold and its look after needs a 
lot of care." Poaching is carried out either in an individual 
capacity or the poacher is hired by a party. The numerous 
variety of birds existing in Pakistan make poaching a 
highly lucrative business all year. Birds are valued for two 
reasons: as pets, and for their meat. The poaching of 

however'T’ sand . srouse - houbara bustards is common. 
LZZore birdS ' who are easiel to trap, 

said a poacher, " as^they^fhfclTt Cha [ COrS ls not difficult," 
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become rather » ■ 126 

Agreed the poacher *1 <he ' r P ' aces are more 
Parties pitch tent on heiT^'" 8 t0 another n Certain - 

th ey flock. To him chaV^ 8nd hunt for Place°2 er ’ 
‘rapped Cor sale <, a ’ , hakor ’ compared to nth he ‘ e 

sold anytime in any^Uy^p market value and^canf 

h°useseve„ a, highe^o"^. P “ P ' e l «- "*m i. 

^ poacher agreed ti 1Q t u 

number „f cl» kors poaches a , srgt 

Male chakor, eat „ mure To * ,ht » ™«a 

because of .heir omward beau,. ?u chs *«, 
merrily eve,, whe „ “ “> and a, chijp 

confident of their skill mo g , Many sho °ters, not 
l"en acis as a y. Z i 

tamed ones call will soon he o answerin 8 the 

beautiful to glow and Shot , down ' CI ’akors are 

"min. In Baluchis,an, ,hey Z opfn'ly "T ” g’ 
number. People also bu, ,he,„ for figLng J* 

ey are trained to. Chakor fighting, like cock fighting 
is popular in Balochistan, and large bets are offered on 
tieir fighting. The chakor, like other game birds, is 
facing a threat of extinction because of excessive 
shooting and poaching. A speculation is that if its 
extinction is not stopped, it will disappear from the 
wildlife scene. We all will miss it as we do in case of 
many other species existed in past. 


127 Ch3P tCr 28 

The ^ g f b dong S * 

bird- Z00 !ffdull tone 0t M ales’ are m< f h est bands. 

P luniage black and wh ^ hite or chestnut c bef l5 to 

lllc sandgrouse migration, however, for Ihe last 
many years, has appeared a, ihrca. The 
spicy migration comes fro shoot.ng and trapping 
particularly shooting. The excessive shooting or 
Sandgrouse all-over, as the wildlife department surveys 
show, is mainly accountable to the reduction of the 
number of spicy en route migration through Pakistan. 

The excessive shooting has not only reduced the 
size of flocks in migration, but habits and routes of 
migration. According to a wildlife watcher in the Pishin 
district of Balochistan, the area known as one of the 

UiTsanT ° f sand ? rouse migration, to Pakistan and India 
sandgrouse migration is considerably reduced in size. 
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* nave (jp 

joined thp ^.observinp , h 

ne 7L ne > ^ m ' mes “»'« rc°" !l > 4 

Sib™ 

™ he K m 4 V«“ $j ^ 

said a n f l,me 10 feed, " Th y p,am s where w e mosl, f 

Son-men - T ^ lka '<x,' in a „ *sy lo h,« 

,he «*^,vs2 , h ctas « ]’z: m »» 

arc easy ££ »"* are 

and it needs ’ bec ause of their 6d ' The bi rds 
"Once they are <f ° d eye sight t0 trace n ,!° UfIage Co| ou r , 

C,oser 'o them Soul 3 Shnved ‘echn^ue to d he ' 
ana'ys.s, the more closel^n" 8 ‘ hem t0 away 
t h h Unt ’ the number of ZnTs Tn ^ to g0 ^ £ 
,he u m ,n 'arge number He bellv T? Ca " have 10 shoot 
vehicle, nevertheless, it is .oodlfT b ' rdS d ° n>t fear a 
jeep are wearing a camouflage dothes PerS ° nS *** in 

through shot- guns^prefeTadfaT hi c ° mmon, y carried 
a privileged shikaree with ^ / ^° ub e barre1 ’ however, • 

be able to fall more birds "a7^ °' PU " 1P Shot gun may 
closer in fh^ u ' ^ s J ee P P ar ty succeeds driving 

tarn s - L'h VOl ' Cy ° r “""<*« on, of 

. said another sandgrouse hunter. To him it 

depends on the size of flock, and shooting capabilities da 

person, though shooting of sandgrouse is easier than other 

game birds. The first shots are taken on sitting flocks, 

alter they are shot in air. He bragged of once shooting 

380 sandgrouses a day with his four-man shooting party in 

vast mountain resort near Spinkai in Zhob district. The 



other way of shooting the ™££*'S£l£ 

while htd.ng on the op^st ^ ie ^ ^ The 

and send a per» a fly in opposite 

sandgrouses approa y ^ height of 150 -200 feet 

" ’shooters hiding for. In case there is not en-g 

bushes, then shooters lie on ground and aS j he ^wting 
closer, they take their positions and shoot. The shoou g 

ofbirds, however, is rather difficult this way. 

Another way of shooting sandgrouse is on he 
place where they come to feed on water. "It is early the 
morning and at sun set time," said a wildlife watcher, 
"They fly down in flocks near water mostly in far flung 
areas. The bird is disciplined. It sitting in flocks, feed 
one by one," said a shikaree. A shooter having traced the 
water place, hid behind a bush or ditch a trench to hid 
himself before the arrival of birds. The birds arrive in 
flocks, and as they arrive are struck with a volley of 
shots. "They may be allowed to sit, and they shot them in 
number," replied another shooter. To him, it is easier to 
go for a big bag this way as they are in flocks and much 
closer. One can shoot them even they fly up. When asked 
about whether they always come on same place to water- 
feeding. He said, "No, not always, nonetheless, once they 
fly to a place, they keep on for a week or two. However, 
if feared, as usually in shooting them, then they don't." 

The sandgrouse are poached in big number near 
the feeding areas, particularly near the water-feeding area. 
The poacher, trained in netting birds,, spread a net, usually 
of 40 to 50 feet on ground on the area where the birds 
are expected to sit/feed. Once they are in number, the 
poacher hiding in a trench or inside a bush, pushes the 
thread holding the net, and gets them trapped. They have 
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sale value as the poachers sell them where people either 
buy for flesh purpose or taming them in their houses 
Because of the outward beauty, especially the male, the 
people like to tame them. The bird, however, is not easy 
to tame. Also, a common observation is that as summer 
arrives, they are hard to live. They in captivity lose 
weight and are reduced in size. 

The tragedy of sandgrouse shooting continues 
without any limitation as has happened in case of other 
game birds. They have been shot and poach, particularly 
shot, excessively for flesh purpose. The sandgrouse is a 
famous red flesh game bird, and is commonly liked for its 
taste. The bird is usually two pounds in weight. Also, a 
fantasy about its meat for sex purpose, and use of its 
stomach for removing kidney stone, has inclined people to 
shoot them in large and sell them. According to a 
professional shooter in D.I.Khan district, "I shoot in big 
number near the Sulieman mountain range in Zirkani area 
every year, and sell them at 50 Rupees a bird. They are 
sold like hot cakes." He added that people buy them to 
provide to high ranking officers as a delicacy of Shikar 
meat. 

The sandgrouse is a famous game .spicy which 
migrate to different winter habitats in Pakistan from 
Central Asian habitats every year. The bird,' however, 
because of excessive shooting and netting, is not only 
reduced to small number in migration with a threat of 
extinction if no necessary measurements are adapted to 
provide it sanctuary from disaster in Pakistan. 


Scanned with CamScanner 









The Author 

The Author was horn in 

le received his early nluia, ' r "’ “ C) u ( , Rl . in 1976. He 

fBalochistan, Quetta. 

Vie author has a strony ' relating to 

■as published tsventy reseat ^,„ v 
omparative politics and international repute- 

Zntfish newspapers in Pakistan. 


Scanned with CamScanner 







